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TESTIMONY 

Given  before  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  on  the 
charges  exhibited  by  Jpha  Wurtz,  against  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Monday f  March  8,  1819. 

Mr.  Wurtz  proposed  to  the  committee  the  examination  of  Mr. 
Bache. 

Mr.  Sergeant  proposed  to  treat  the  subject  historically  and  com- 
mence with  Mr.  Lisle,  as  the  arrangement  had  the  commencement 
Avith  him. 

Committee  decided  to  commence  with  Mr.  Bache. 

BACHE  sworn. 

[The  cliarges  were  then  read  by  tlie  secretary  of  the  committee.] 

Mr.  Bache  produced  the  letter  dated  March  1 6,  1818. 

UPON  the  receipt  of  the  letter  in 
the  morning,  Steel  came  into  my  office,  I  told  liim  I  had  received  a 
letter  from^Sergeant,  and  that  he  appeared  desirous  Mr.  Steel 
would  take  Fox  into  his  store.  I  asked  if  he  had  made  his  arrange- 
ments, lie  told  me  he  had,  otherwise  he  would  be  very  happy  to 
accommodate  Mr.  Fox— that  if  he  had  known  of  this  (I  think  he 
stated)  two  or  three  weeks  sooner,  he  would  have  taken  Fox,  but 
that  he  had  employed  all  the  persons  he  meant  to  engage.  I  said 
nothing  more  to  Steel  on  the  subject,  but  requested  him,  if  he  saw 
Jennings,  to  request  him  to  step  down,  that  I  wished  to  see  him. 
Jennings  called  in  the  course  of  that  day  (I  think)  I  stated  to  him 
that  I  Imd  received  a  letter  from  Sergeant,  which  stated  that  Mr. 
Lisle  and  he  were  to  form  a  partnership  in  the  auction  business— 
that  Lisle  had  made  an  arrangement  with  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  Ser- 
geant was  desirous  to  know  whether  Jennings  would  take  Fox. 
He  told  me  he  could  not  give  an  answer  until  he  consulted  Lisle. 
1  told  Jennings,  that  as  he  himself  informed  me,  that  he  had  made 
arrangement  with  Mr.  Lisle  and  as  Mr.  Lisle  had  agreed  to  take 
Mr.  Fox,  I  presumed  there  could  be  no  objection  on  his  part  to 
.  enter  into  the  same  agreement  that  Mr.  Lisle  had  made,  but  I 
presumed  Lisle  had  spoken  to  him  on  the  subject.  This  presump- 
tion was  founded  alone  upon  the  letter  I  had  received  from  the 
secrolaiv.    Jennings  said  he  would  consult  Lisle  and  give  me  afc 
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*nswcr  in  the  afternoon.  Immediatclj  after  this,  Steel  came  agaia 
into  the  ojffice.  He  asked  me  whether  I  had  mentioned  the  subject 
to  Jennings,  and  whether  Jennings  had  agreed.  1  told  him  he  was 
to  give  me  an  answer  after  he  had  seen  Mr.  Lisle.  I  think  on  the 
next  day  I  met  Lisle  in  the  street.  I  asked  him  if  he  had  seen 
Jennings  ?  He  said,  yes,  he  had  been  at  his  house.  I  enquired 
whether  he  said  any  thing  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Fox  .''  He  said 
he  .had  notj  that  he  had  no  opportunity,  1here  had  been  a 
number  of  gentlemen  there.  I  told  Ijisle  the  subject  nn  which  Jen* 
nings  wished  to  consult  bim — That  1  presumed  there  could  be  little 
matter  for  consultation,  as  he,  Mr.  Lisle,  had  agreed  to  take  Mr. 
Fox,  and  had  upon  his  appointment  agreed  to  go  into  partnership 
with  Jennings — that  I  presumed  what  Lisle  would  do  Jennings 
would  do.  Mr.  Lisle  said  that  Mr.  Jennings  nor  no  other  man 
had  authority  to  say  that  he  had  agreed  to  give  up  his  claims  to 
the  office  of  auctioneer  and  bad  agreed  to  go  into  partnership  with 
Jennings  We  were  interrupted  in  our  conversation.  He  said  that 
his  request  was  still  before  the  governor — that  he  bad  never  with- 
drawn it,  and  that  it  stood  to  reason  that  he  would  prefer  having 
the  commission  in  his  own  name,  and  take  Mr.  Fox  as  clerk  rath- 
er than  go  into  partnership  with  Jennings  ;  for,  said  he,  I  am  the 
oldest  man,  have  been  longest  in  business,  and  would  prefer  having 
the  commission  at  the  will  of  the  governor,  instead  of  the  will  of 
Jennings.  We  were  interrupted  and  separated.  I  was  busily  em- 
ployed in  my  office,  and  did  not  sec  Jennings  for  two  or  three  days 
—  can't  recollect  the  time  precisely — He  was  sitting  in  my  parlor, 
it  was  late,  the  family  had  dined,  and  we  had  our  conversation 
whilst  I  was  dining.  I  asked  him  wliether  he  had  come  to  a  de- 
termination  as  to  Mr.  Fox  ?  He  told  me  bad — he  would  not  take 
him.  He  said  he  had  agreed  to  take  the  governor's  son,  and  he 
would  not  be  saddled  with  Mr.  Fox.  I  told  him  1  had  seen  Mr. 
l*isle,  and  that  Mr.  Lisle  persisted  in  his  claim,  and  that  I  had  ne- 
ver known  Mr.  Sergeant  so  energetic  before — That  it  was  a  matter 
for  himself  to  conclude,  and  that  Lisle's  denying  that  he  had  given 
up  his  claim,  after  he,  ^Ir.  Jennings  had  told  me  that  Mr.  Lisle 
had  given  it  up  in  his  favor,  I  did  not  know  what  might  be  the 
consequence.  I  think  I  repeated  something  of  the  same  kind  in 
the  entry,  by  familiarly  saying,  that  I  had  never  known  Tom  so 
energetic  before— Don't  rccolicct  having  any  further  conversation 
with  Jennings  before  t\iO  appointments.  M.  Wurts  afterwards  call- 
ed at  my  office — most  of  the  applicants  were  in  the  daily  habit  of 
calling  two  or  three  times  a  day — Wurtz,  particularly,  called  fre- 
qrently,  and  procured  fronj  the  carrier  a  letter  from  J.  W.  ot  Har- 
risburg,  stating  that  there  were  no  hopes  of  his  appointment,  and" 
that  the  devil  might  bitch  bis  horses  to  the  car  of  democracy,  and 
Findlay  might  drive  for  him,  he  would  have  nothing  more  to  do 
with  it.  I  asked  him.  provided  he  was  appointed. how  he  was  otf 
for  clerks  ?  He  said  he  was  full  handed,  with  his  brothers  and  a 
young  man  brought  up  in  the  store,  he  had  a  full  complement.    I 
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mentioned  to  him  that  Serjeant  was  deairoua  of  a  place  for  For, 
but  as  he  was  full  handed,  1  need  not  say  any  thing  to  him  on  the 
subject.     I  told  him  that  liis  brother's  Tears  mi^^ht  have  overcome 
his  judj^n^ent,  and  promised,  as  an  individual,  to  write  to  Harris- 
burg  in  his  favor,  which  I  did.     I  mentioned  Bothinj^  in  my  letter 
relative  to  Fox,  but  recommended  Wurtz  strongly  to  the  governor. 
I  directed  my  letter  to  Mr.  Sergeant.     A  day  or  two  afterwards 
the  notices  can»e  down — 1  don't  recollect  dates.     And  after  the 
notices  came  down,  John  and  M.  Wurtz,  called  at  my  oflice  and 
told  me  that  they  requested  me  to  write  to  Harrisbuig  respecting 
the  commission  of  John  Lisle,  for  if  the  governor  appointed  Mr. 
Lisle,  they  would  have  Mr.  Secretary's  conduct  canvassM  before 
the  legislature.  I  told  them  I  should  not  put  pen  to  paper  upon  the 
subject — that  if  I  were  the  governor,  and    once  notified  men  I 
should  appoint  them,  and  as  to  the  threats  respecting  Mr.  Serge- 
ant, I  should  not  interfere  on  that  account — that  Mr.  S.  would  be 
ready  to  answer  to  any  charges  that  might  he  brought  against  him. 
They  conversed  a  long  time — remained  at  least  half  an  hour  in 
the  office,  urged  me  several  times  to  write  ;  I  refused,  and  did  not 
write  on  the  subject.     I  seemed  anxious  to  impress  on  the  mind  of 
Mr.  Wurtz,  who  seemed  suspicious  of  my  course,  that  I  had  uni- 
formly acted  as  his  friend  on  the  subject  of  his  appointment,  which 
was  the  case  ;  indeed  I  felt  anxious  on  my  own  account,  to  make 
this  clear  to  him,  and   wrote  to   Mr.  Sergeant  for  the  letters  I 
had  written  in  favor  of  Mr.  Wurtz.     A  few  days   afterwards  I 
received  a  formal  notice  from  Mr.  Wurtz,  (30th  March)  requiring 
me  to  preserve  any  letter  or  letters  I  had  received  on  the  subject 
of  Fox's  appointment,  as  they  would  be  used  &c.  otherwise  copies 
or  oral  testimony  would  be  given  of  their  contents.     The  first  an- 
swer I  wrote  upon  the  receipt  of  S's  letter,  was  after  I  had  seen 
Steel,  and  by  the  return  mail,  that  Steel  had  made  his  arrange- 
ments— that  I  hud  seen  Jennings,  who  could  not  answer  until  he 
had  seen  Lyle.  1  did  not  write  again  to  Sergeant,  untd  after  Jen- 
nings had  given  me  a  final  answer,  that  the  impression  on  my  mind 
was  that  I  could  not  have  seen  Mr.  Jennings  until  the  third  day 
afterwards — then  I  wrote  him  word  tliat  Jennings  had  declined. 
I  never  saw  nor  spoke  to  Taylor  from  the  time  I  received  the  letter 
until  the  nominations  came  down.     I  mentioned  no  threats  to 
Jennings,  uiy    anxiety  arose  from  tiie  circumstance,  that  I  had 
known  Jennings,  and  was  not  then  nuich  acquainted  with  Lisle. 
After  the  governor's  election  and  installation,  I  came  to  Harris- 
burg — Previous  to  my  coming,  I  met  in  company  with  Jennings, 
he  took  me  to  one  side,  and  informed  me  that  he  had  made  an  ar- 
rangement w  ith  Lisle — That  Mr.  Lisle  had  agreed  to  enter  into 
partnership  with  him — that  they  had  pledged  themselves  to  keep 
jt  a  secret,  and  that  I  must  say  notliing  about  it  when  I  got  to 
Harrisburg.     I  had  a  conversation  with  the  governor,  who  to  my 
surprise  mentioned  that  Lisle  and  Jennings  were  going  to  be  part- 
ners, that  there  were  a  great  number  of  applicants,  and  he  should 
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be  glad  if  they  would  unite,  and  he  could  thereby  oblige  more.  1 
recommended  those  foi  whom  I  had  signed,  ^Vurt^.  Steel,  Ca- 
non^ and  Gill,  and  Jennings.  Lisle,  in  my  conversation  with 
him  in  the  street,  having  stated  that  he  had  not  relinquished  his 
claim,  but  I  was  induced  to  believe  Jennings  as  I  had  more  confi- 
dence in  him. 

1  saw  Mr.  Jennings  a  few  days  after  the  nominations  came  down 
and  congratulated  him  on  the  appointment.  He  told  me  that  he 
did  not  know  that  he  would  accept  of  it,  and  repeated  his  disap- 
pointment, saying,  that  the  governor  has  disappointed  \lr. 
Wurtz,  and  disappointed  the  man  who  was  going  in  partnershij' 
with  him  ;  that  he  did  not  think  he  would  accept.  I  told  him  feic 
dkd  and  none  resigned.  I  had  recommended  Mr.  Wurtz  upon  the 
character  1  had  formed  from  an  intimate  friend,  not  having  much 
previous  knowledge  of  the  man,  and  also  in  consequence  of  Mr. 
Wurtz  calling  on  me  and  saying,  that  he  would  be  ruined  if  he 

did  not    receive   the  appointment 1  think  it  was  Win.  AVui  U 

my  acquaintance  then  did  not  enable  me  to  distinguish  between 
them. 

Cross  examined  by  TFnrtz.  I  received  none  but  the  one  letter 
on  that  subject  from  Sergeant — My  recollection,  that  after  I  re- 
ceived the  letter,  I  saw  Steel  first.  Jennings  said,  that  the 
governor  had  mentioned  his  son  to  him  ;  he  spoke  of  it,  that  is,  of 
the  governor's  son,  but  I  did  not  understand  him  that  the  arrange- 
ment was  actually  made — Did  not  tell  Steel,  that  his  appointment 
would  be  Jeopardized  by  refusing  to  take  Fox — Did  express  my 
fears  to  Jennings,  that  he  might  by  the  conflict,  l)etween  him  and 
Lisle — Don't  say  that  1  did  not  say  he  might  jeopardise  his  com- 
mission by  refusing  to  take  Fox.  I  did  feel  anxious,  not  for  Fox. 
but  from  the  conflict  of  these  assertions  which  I  feared — Men- 
tioned the  terms  of  Fox's  agreement  with  Lisle  to  Jennings — I 
at  that  time  said  it  was  a  transaction  which  I  disapproved — Think 
I  mentioned  this  to  him — I  principally  intended  to  convince  Har- 
per, that  I  had  been  uniformly  in  favor  of  Mr.  Wurlz.  These 
conversations  took  place,  I  think,  before  the  commis>ions  came 
down,  and  before  I  had  a  knowledge  of  the  whole  transactions. 
You.  Wurtz,  thought  it  your  duty  to  inform  me,  that  if  Lisle  were 
appointed,  and  remained  in  office,  that  I  should  apprize  Sergeant 
of  your  intention  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  legislature  Never 
showed  the  letter  but  to  one  man,  until  after  the  late  investigation 
—Never   expressed  an  apprehension  that  Scrsjeant  would  burn 

the  letter  if  placed  in  his  hands Tciins  of  the  letter  made  me 

say  Tom  was  energetic,  because  I  never  before  received  such  a  letter 
from  him.  Sergeant  was  daily  complained  of  to  me  for  not  inter- 
fering and  procuring  appointments  for  those  who  interest;Ml  th.em- 
selves  in  his  appointment Did  not  know  Samuel  Fox's  charac- 
ter until  after  this  business — Heard  individuuls  sp':'aking,  some 
for  and  some  against  him.  Don't  know  who  cai  ried  the  notices  to 
the  auctioneers. 


Cross  examined  hij  tierj^eant.  Ser}>;eant  always  recommended 
Canongeand  Gill,  Steel  VVurtzand  Jennings.     First  became  ac- 

<iuai?ited  with  the  ^Vuitz.'s  at  a  political  club,  once  a  week. f 

was  anxious  to  be  an  auctioneer — applied  to  Sergeant  for  recom- 
mendatint' — I  applied  to  Sergeant  for  advice  &c.  it  was  prior  to 
your  appointment  to  the  otiice  of  secretary,  but  after  the  gov'r 
mentioned  to  you  that  he  intended  to  appoint  you — you  mentioned 
his  determination,  and  that  if  you  accepted,  you  could  not 
recommend  me,  but  if  I  wished  to  be  auctioneer,  you  would  use 
your  influence  and  decline  being  secretary.  I  found  my  political 
"friends  fearful  another  parson  would  be  appointed,  I  declined  irt 
favor  of  the  wishes  of  my  friends. 

I  was  acti^'e— did  as  much  as  I  could  in  the  election  of  1817— 
The  political  friends  that  beset  me  and  came  to  my  office,  were 
Mr.  Harper.  Sec. 

Q.  What  were  the  claims  of  Edward  Fox  ?  He  was  open  and 
active  as  a  republican.    John  Fox  was  open  and  active  also. 

I  showed  that  letter  to  Mr.  Josiah  Randall — in  consequence  of 
the  many  reports,  felt  myself  bewildered — showed  it  to  him  as  a 
ronQdcntial  friend — I  think,  it  was  after  the  commissions  came' 
down.  Mr.  Sergeant  remained  in  Pliiladelphia — came  dov,  n  at 
Christmas.  Tho^^e  gentlemen  were  continually  at  Mr.  Sergeant's 
a\ul  at  my  office.  Morris  Wurt/.  was  at  my  office — there  appeared 
to  be  considerable  intercourse-  One  of  the  Mr.  Wurtz's  Mr. 
Sergeant  and  myself  were  on  a  money  committee  before  the  elec- 
tion— attended  frequently  there — tliree  or  four  of  them  .attended. 

■  Q.  ^\  ere.  i/oii  in  the  habit  of  receiving  friendlif  letters  fhrcv.o^nut 
the  winter  ?  Jfliat  was  the  general  style  (f  mi/  letters  ?  They  often 
discovered  haste — sometimes  without  date  or  signature.  Sergeant 
was  very  intimate  with  a  number  of  the  political  friends — looked 
upon  as  tlie  most  active  and  efficient.  The  governor  told  me  I 
would  not  be  ajipointed  auctioneer,  as  Sergeant  would  be  appointed 
secretary  of  stale.  I  did  not  renew  my  application  when  I  came 
•to  Harrisburg.  The  conversations  with  ^Ir.  Sergeant  wore  be- 
fore the  governor  came  to  Philadelphia.  Never  had  any  verbal 
conversation  with  Mr.  Sergeant  on  the  subject  previous  to  that 
letter. 

Tuesday.  March  9,  1819. 

C/min)!*7»  reads  a  letter  from  Samuel  Jackson,  wishing  inter- 
rogatories to  be  sent  to  him  in  Philadelphia. Reads  letter  froiii 

J.   Worrell  to  same  purport. 

The  committee  have  agreed  to  permit  the  person  conducting 
this  business  to  call  his  witnesses  in  the  order  he  may  think  pro- 
per. 

JOHN  JENNINGS.  Affirmed. 

About  the  middle  of  March  I  happened  to  be  in  Mr.  Bache'? 
office  in  the  morning;  I  enquired  of  him  the  news  of  the  day.  if 
be  had  heard  from  Harrisburgh,  and  so  oa.     lie  observed  he  had 


heard,  or  had  a  letter  from  Mr.  Sergeant  (don't  recollect  ^\hich) 
that  Mr.  Sergeant  appeared  to  be  anxious  to  provide  a  place  for 
Mr.  Fox  as  clerk:  he  observed,  it  was  a  sort  of  delicate  applica- 
tion to  make,  that  he  did  not  like  it  much,  but  as  it  was  under- 
stood that  Mr.  Lisle  and  myself  were  to  be  partners  in  the  auction 
business,  provided  I  got  the  commission,  and  as  Mr.  Lisle  and  Mr. 
Fox  had  an  agreement  or  understanding,  that  if  Mr.  Lisle  re- 
ceived the  commission  he  was  to  take  Mr.  Fox  at  2000  dollars  per 
annum.  I  observed  the  thing  was  quite  new  to  me,  tliat  I  never 
heard  of  it  before.  He  then  remarked  that  I  had  better  see  Mr. 
Lisle  and  give  him  an  answer.  I  went  immediately  from  thence 
to  Mr.  Lisle's  house,  I  saw  Mr.  Lisle  in  the  course  of  the  day,  I 
think  in  the  afternoon,  I  told  Mr.  Lisle  the  agreement  Mr.  Bache 
had  mentioned  to  me,  and  asked  him  if  he  approved  of  such  an 
arrangement  with  Mr.  Fox  ?  He  said  yes  :  that  a  long  time  ago 
Mr.  Edward  Fox,  waited  upon  him  to  ask  him  if  he,  Mr.  Fox, 
would  give  him  his  influence  to  give  him,  Mr.  Lisle,  a  commis- 
sion, if  he,  Mr.  Lisle,  would  give  his  son  2000  dollars  a  year.  Mr. 
Lisle  first  understood  that  he  was  to  give  this  as  a  partner,  and 
he  asked  Mr.  Fox  who  told  him  it  was  to  be  as  a  clerk.  He  said 
he  did  it  without  much  reflection  at  the  time,  and  if  it  was  to  do 
over  again  he  would  not  do  it.  He  saitl  tliat  they  had  understood 
(he  used  the  term  theij,  I  believe  he  alluded  to  Mr.  Fox)  that  I  was 
to  be  appointed  and  as  it  was  so  understood  he  wished  to  know 
whether  I  would  a2;ree.  He  said  tliat  he  had  answered  to  them 
that  he  could  not  bind  me  by  any  act  of  his,  a!ul  must  get  my  con- 
sent to  the  agreement.  I  told  Jiim  I  could  not  agree  to  any  thing 
of  the  kind,  that  it  appealed  to  me  like  taxing  the  commission  with 
a  pension  and  I  believed  that  the  thing  would  not  be  persevered  in, 
I  left  Mr.  Lisle  and  returned  to  Mr.  Cache's  house,  I  did  not  find 
him  at  home,  I  called  in  the  evening,  he  was  engaged  with  the  mail 
robbers,  he  was  n»uch  out.  I  called  the  next  day  five  or  six 
times,  I  think  it  was  the  second  day  after  my  first  interview  witli 
him  1  called  and  saw  him  in  the  Post  Office^  I  told  Mr.  Bache 
that  I  bad  seen  Mr.  Lisle  and  had  understood  from  him  that  such 
an  arrajigemeiit  existed  between  him  and  Mr.  Fox,  but  that  I  came 
to  say  tliat  I  should  not  agree  to  it.  He  said  he  was  sorry  for  it, 
and  that  I  ha<l  better  do  it,  that  Mr.  Sergeant  had  the  thing  very 
much  at  heart,  and  that  he  was  determined  to  have  or  jiet  a  com- 
mission for  son\ebo',]y  that  would  take  him.  He  said  Mr.  Fox  was 
to  perform  services,  "that  he  was  to  pay  tlie  quid  pro  quo,  that  he 
was  not  to  Ko  there  and  do  nothing.  1  told  him  it  was  very  true, 
that  he  might  be  worth  2000,  lOOC,  or  nothing,  that  I  had  not  the 
pleasure  of  knowing  the  gentleman,  and  therefore  could  not  tell 
v;hat  he  was  worth.  He  saiil  Mr.  Serjieant  was  very  em  ri;,elic  on 
Ishis  occasion,  he  had  never  known  him  so  much  so,  and  that  he 
was  fearful  if  I  did  not  accept  of  the  terms  or  of  Mr.  Fox  ac- 
cording to  this  arrangement,  that  I  mif^ht  jeopardize  my  cnmmis- 
aion.    I  told  bim  Icould  nothelpthat.'thati  v,ould  not  accept  a 
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it  he  niii^ht  be  sorry  for  it  when  it  was  too  late,  that  I  considered 
it  nothin;;;  >noro  or  less  than  sellin";  the  commission.  I  have  no 
knowle(l;j,e  on  this  occasion  of  s.iyinj;  to  Mr.  Bache,  that  I  was  un- 
der any  engagement  to  Mr.  Findlay,  about  liis  son,  the  fact  could 
not  be  so,  because  no  such  agreement  existed.  1  think  a  day  or 
two  after  that  1  called  on  Mr.  Bache  again,  in  the  mean  time  a  re- 
port had  reached  Philadelphia  that  my  appointment  had  become 
very  doubtful,  I  asked  Mr.  Bache  whether  ho  knew  any  thing  about 
tlie  truth  or  falsehood  of  it,  I  think  he  said  he  did  not,  I  told  him 
if  the  report  were  true,  it  looked  like  my  losing  my  commission  by 
not  agreeing  to  take  Mr.  Fox — Yes,  it  looks  a  little  like  it. 

Comviittee— 'At  what  time  was  it  you  formed  partnership  with 
Mr.   Lisle. 

A.  I  think  it  was  about  October.  I  can't  be  certain.  It  was 
before  I  had  my  application  out  for  signatures.  It  was  a  verbal 
nnderstaiiding. 

Mr.  Lisle  asked  this  question.  Do  you  think  they  will  disturb  us? 
I  answered  no,  I  did  not  think  they  would,  I  believed  it  was  an  af- 
fair between  Mr.  Bache,  Mr.  Fox,  and  the  secretary.  I  did  not 
believe  they  would  press  upon  the  governor,  because  if  you  think 
they  will  aftect  us,  suppose  you  were  to  agree  to  it  and  the  house 
shall  pay  what  the  services  are  worth  and  1  will  pay  the  balance. — 
He  asked  what  would  you  think  of  such  a  thing — he  generally  put 
it  in  the  way  of  interrogatory. 

Mr  Lisle  never  in  so  many  terms  told  me  that  he  formerly  with- 
drew his  application,  or  ceased  to  be  anxious  to  be  appointed.  I 
understood  from  him  that  he  said  his  obligations  to  another  person 
\\oiiId  not  permit  him  to  do  any  act  inconsistent  in  his  application. 

The  first  interview  with  Mr.  Bache,  was  in  his  publication  of- 
fice. 'JTlVe  understanding  was  to  assume  the  arrangement  be- 
t^veen  Messrs.  Fox  and  Lisle,  and  as  he  understood  we  were  to  be 
partners  he  wished  to  know  whether  1  would  agree  to  it.  The  se- 
cond interview  was  in  the  Post  Office.  He  said  (to  use  the  fami- 
liar expressions  of  that  time)  that  Tom  was  very  energetic,  that  he 
never  knew  him  so  much  so  before. 

Q.  Did  the  language  he  used  to  you  impress  you  with  the  idea  if 
you  did  not  accept  the  arrangement  you  would  not  receive  the  ap- 
pointment. 

A.  It  did,  and  I  took  measures  to  counteract  it. 

I  understood  it  from  the  facts  as  they  arose.  Mr.  Lisle  stated 
precisely  that  it  was  for  Mr.  Fox's  influence  that  he  had  agreed  to 
give  his  son  2000  a  year,  if  he  got  him  appointed. 

Mr.  Sergeant  mentioned  Mr.  Fox  to  me  when  I  was  at  Harris- 
burj^h,  it  was  merely  in  the  way  of  asking  me  if  I  would  employ 
a  friend  of  his,  he  said  we  ought  to  employ  none  but  friends,  and 
I  said  I  would  employ  any  one  I  could  to  advantage.  He  mention- 
ed that  he  wanted  togetemplov  for  a  cousin,  that  the  salaries  were 
high  ;  but  I  did  not  consider  ^lere  was  any  thing  in  this  conversa- 
tion. 
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Mr.  Lisle  said  the  agreement  was  to  be  secret  but  the y  liad  nuw 
made  it  public. 

I  don't  recollect  Mr.  Lisle  saying  any  thing  as  to  the  value  of 
Mr.  Fox's  services. 

I  received  the  circular  apprising  me  of  my  appointment  about 
the  £5th  March  it  came  from  the  Post  Office  Philadelphia,  bearing 
the  post  mark  of  Philadelphia. 

The  old  auctioneers  commissions  expired  on  the  1st  April,  they 
■went  out  of  office  at  tliattime. 

We  did  not  commence  with  the  month,  my  first  sale  was  on  the 
6th  of  April. 

It  is  a  business  that  requires  considerable  preparation  to  embark 
in. 

I  can  state  what  we  give,  not  what  others  give  for  salaries  to 
clerks. 

To  our  book-keeper  we  gave  1200  dollars  per  annum  for  the  first 
six  months — begets  the  highest  now,  since  t!iat  we  give  him  two 
thousand.  He  was  formerly  the  partner  of  Passmore,  that  cir- 
cumstance induced  us  to  give  him  that  sum,  as  It  requires  a  man 
well  acquainted  with  the  business,  and  as  he  has  been  esteemed  a 
good  clerk,  and  as  it  required  a  man  who  was  capable  of  organi- 
zing the  counting  house.  He  moreover  had  commercial  connex- 
ions, which  also  influenced  us,  we  believed  that  having  lum  would 
increase  our  business. 

Under  ordinary  circumstances  I  consider  2000  dollars  a  high  sa- 
lary. 

We  gave  to  our  ca.s/tier  1000  dollars.  He  hating  left  us,  part 
of  his  duties  devolved  on  Mr.  Birkhead  which  was  tlie  reason  wc 
raised  his  salary. 

Our  stageman,  we  give  1000  dollars. 

Our  salesmaji  1500  dollars,  it  is  Mr.  Gill,  he  possesses  superior 
qualifications  for  that  station,  he  had  been  in  the  auction  busi- 
ness before,  he  was  connected  with  Mr.  Kuhn. 

To  the  person  who  attends  to  the  grocery  sales,  we  give  500  dol- 
lars. 

To  the  one  who  attends  to  the  arrangement  of  package  sales  and 
generally  any  thing  he  is  told  to  do,  we  give  him  nothing.  He  is 
ayoung  man  learning  the  business.  We  have  three  without  salary. 
One  about  20,  one  about  16. 

J^Ir.  Seargennt,  cross  examined. 

I  went  to  Mr.  Bache's  office  every  day,  sometimes  2  or  S  times 
a  day,  to  hear  what  was  going  on.  I  wa»in  the  habit  of  meeting 
Mr.  Bache  and  yourself  confidentially,  but  a  club  of  about  12  for 
two  years,  principally  in  the  winter,  but  in  tiie  summer  previous  to 
the  election. 

We  came  to  the  committee  together  as  delegates  to  nominate  the 
Governor.  I  understood  tliat  you  were  supporting  myself,  Wurts 
and  Steel.     I  had  early  reasons  to  suppose  you  were  supporting  me. 

I  formed  an  early  agreement  with  Lisle.     It  was  in  case  he  did 
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not  rective  a  commwsjiun  and  1  did,  we  were  to  be  partners  as  auc- 
tioneers. Mr-  Lisle  ahvii^s  stated  that  he  never  gave  up  the  ap- 
plication formally,  tliat  hu  was  under  arrangements  with  another 
gentleniun  for  partner  if  lie  got  the  comnii^sion  himself.  This  was 
previous  to  my  circulating  my  recommendation,  it  was  previous  to 
the  inauguration.  I  have  no  recollection  of  the  fact  that  this 
agreement  with  Lisle  was  to  he  kept  secret.  It  was  kept 
<juiet — it  was  made  known  to  a  few  friends.  It  was  notmade  known 
to  the  public.  1  dont  know  that  there  was  any  particular  reason 
for  it. 

I  mentioned  it  to  Mr.  Baclie.  I  stated  it  to  the  Governor,  in 
answer  to  interrogatories  put  by  him. 

There  was  a  report  in  town  that  the  Governor  was  anxious  that 
partnersiiips  should  be  formed.  I  waited  on  Mr  Lisle  to  know 
whether  I  might  communicate  this  arrangement  to  the  Governor,  as 
it  w  as  understood  he  was  anxious  to  couple  the  applicants.  Mr. 
liisle  said  no ;  that  his  application  was  before  the  Governor,  and 
Ahaihcwas  under  an  engagement  with  another  person,  who  was  to 
give  him  his  induence  tu  get  the  commission  and  that  he  felt  him- 
self iu  honor  bound  not  to  do  any  thing,  that  would  lessen  his 
chance,  in  getting  a  commission  for  himself. 

I  mentioned  the  arrangement  between  Lisle  and  myself  to  Mr. 
Binns.  and  to  yourself  (Mr.  Sergeant)  I  mentioned  it  in  this  way, 
that  Mr  Lisle  had  ageeed  if  he  did  not  succeed  he  would  be  my 
partner. 

I  came  here  with  yon  and  Mr.  Lisle.  It  was  after  Mr.  Lisle 
■went  away,  I  told  the  Governor  about  Lisle.  1  dont  recollect  dis- 
tinctly what  I  told  you.  I  may  have  said  that  it  was  agreeable  to 
Mr.  Lisle  that  he  should  be  my  partner  ;  the  agreement  would  have 
justified  my  saying  so.  I  may  have  told  it  to  others,  but  dont  re- 
collect. I  dont  recollect  particularly  whether  I  had  said  generally 
that  Mr.  Lisle  was  agreed  to  be  my  partner. 

I  should  think  that  Mr.  Lisle  did  not  formally  withdraw  his  ap- 
plication,'but  from  his  conversations  he  seemed  to  wish  that  I  should 
be  appointed  and  not  him. 

I  received  my  commission  the  first  of  April.  I  believe  Mr.  Trim- 
ble tested  it. 

I  do  not  receive  any  salary  as  clerk  in  my  house. 

The  character  of  Mr.  Lisle  is  very  good — never  heard  any  im- 
putations against  him — I  was  anxious  to  be  his  partner.  He  is  a 
democrat,  and  was  on  the  assembly  ticket  of  1817.  I  was  disap- 
pointed in  not  having  Mr.  Lisle  as  partner.  I  don't  know  whether 
I  ever  intimated  it — I  may  have  said  what  Mr.  Bache  stated,  it  ia 
possible. 

Mr.  Wiirtz.  I  asked  Mr.  Lisle,  suppose  the  governor  should 
put  the  question  to  me  about  my  being  willing  to  take  him  as  a  part- 
ner, what  I  should  say.  He  said  that  would  absolve  him  from  his 
obligation,  but  he  would  not  do  ar»y  act  of  his  own  to  intimate  that 
such  an  agreement  e::isted  between  him  and  me. 
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'ISuch  ihtenogatioiis  were  put  by  the  governor,  Jle  asked  ma  if 
I.  was  wiHint;  to  take  any  of  the  applicants  for  commission  as  a  part- 
ner ?  I  said  jes.  He  asked  me  if  I  was  willing  to  take  Mr.  Lisle  ? 
I  said  yes. 

I  don't  recollect  when  this  report  was  in  town  about  my  not  be- 
ing likely  to  receive  a  commission,  that  Mr.  Lisle  was  at  all  uneasy. 
He  s,ave  me  to  understand,  prior  to  my  appointment,  that  he  would 
prefer  me  to  the  other  arrangement. 

I  did  not  hear,  at  any  time.  Mr.  Lisle  say,  that  he  did  not  expect 
his  appointment  when  he  received  it. 

I  did  not  consult  any  one  hut  Mr.  Lisle  about  taking  Mr.  Fox. 
prior  to  the  rejection. 

JOHN  STEEL,  sworn. 

I  called  at  Mr.  Cache's  office  sometime  about  the  12th  or  1 5th  of 
March.  "NVhcn  I  went  in  I  found  Mr.  Jenninn;s  and  him  standing  at 
the  hack  door,  engaged  in  cor.versation.     "VVlien  they   parted,  Mr, 
Bache  said,  You  will  see  that  gentleman.     I  entjuircd  of  Mr.  Bache 
if  he  had  received  any  news  from  Harrisburg  relative  to  the  appoint- 
ments ?    He   said  nothing  particular — nothing  decisive  :  that   the 
appointments  were  not  made.     I  think  he  stated  the  cause  of  delay 
M  as  a  bill  before  the  house  relative  to  the  framing;  the   auction  lav.' 
anew.     After  some  common  place  conversation,  he  asked  me  if    I 
wanted  a  clerk  .'^   I  stated  to  him  that  I   had  conditionally  engaged 
as  many   as  I  wanted  tor  tlie  first  year,  at  least.     He  then  stated 
that  Mr.  Sergeant  wanted  a  situation  as  clerk  for  a  friend  of  his. 
I  replied,  I  was  sorry  1  did  not  know  of  it  sooner,  or  I  would  have 
taken  any  one  on  trial  that  Mr.  Sergeant  would  recommend  to  me, 
as  T  felt  myself  under  ohlii;ations  to  him,  for  his  recommending  me 
to  the  governor  as  a  proj/cr  person  to  be  appointed  auctioneer.    Mr. 
Bache  and  I  after  smne  common  conversation,  separated.     I  think 
I  did  not  see  him  until  the  second  day  after.     The  matter  seemed 
to  be  at  an  end  at  that  time.     I  called  at  that  time  at  Mr.  Bache's, 
in  com]»any  with  Mr.   Rogers.     After  Mr.  Rogers  went  out,  Mr. 
Bache  stated,  he  had  received  a  letter  fiom  Mr.  Sergeant:  that  Mr. 
Ser';pant  wanted  Mr.  .Tennini!:s  to  take  Mr.  Fox,  as  Mr.  Lisle  had 
a^rrf^ed  to  take  him.    lie  told  me,  1  think,  that  Mr.  Jennings  declin- 
ed taking  Mr.  Fox — lie  thought  the  salary  too  high,  or  words  to  that 
effect.     J  think  it   was  at  that  period  of  the  coiiverr-ation,  he  asked 
me  what  Mr.  AVier  gave  hisstageman.     I  told  him  he  was  an  expe- 
rienced man,  and  that  he  gave  Inm  two  thousand  dollars.     He  then 
said  that  was  the  sum  Mr.  Lisle  had  a?;reed  to  sjive  Mr.  Fox,  that 
Mr.  Lisle  was  perfectly  satisfied  to  uive  him  that  sum.     As   I  v  as 
coming  away,  he  said  he  feared  Tom  would  think  very  harii  of  hini, 
or  would  be  angry,  tliat  Jennings,  who  was  a  iVient!,  and  whom  he 
had  supported,  refuseil  to  1;i!<e  Sir.  Fox.  and  Mr.  Lisle,  whom  he 
had  done  iiothin:;  foi-.  x\  ns  willing  to  tnke  him  on  thone  terms.     He 
stated,  tlir.t  he  believed,  if  Mr.  Sergeant  had  supported   "Mv.  Fox, 
he  migtt  have  got  the    appointment  for  him  :  but  observed,  you 
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kriou  tliat  Mr.  Sergeant  has  refused  to  apply  to  the  governor  for 
any  appointment  on  behalf  of  his  relations.  I  replied,  that  I 
should  be  very  sorry  to  think  that  any  dithculties  should  take 
place  relative  to  Mr.  Jenniug's  appointment.  He  said  he  had  no 
authority  for  saying  it  would  be  the  case,  but  he  feared  Mr.  Ser- 
geant would  not  support  Mr.  Jennings  as  strongly  as  he  had  done, 
and  added,  I  have  no  authority  for  saying  so,  it  is  my  own  infer- 
ence from  the  nature  of  the  case.  From  my  great  I'riendship  for 
Mr.  Jennings,  I  felt  uneasy  and  alarmed.  1  think  I  mentioned  to 
Mr.  Bache,  that  I  would  see  Mr.  Jennings  in  the  course  of  the  day, 
and  have  some  explanations.  I  went  to  two  or  three  places,  and 
could  not  find  him  until  afternoon.  He  called  at  my  house  find- 
ing I  had  been  looking  after  him.  I  mentioned  in  a  delicate  man- 
ner my  suspicions  that  might  all'ecthis  appointment;  he  told  me 
he  knew  all  about  it  and  had  taken  means  to  counteract  the  im- 
pressions that  might  be  made.  Mr.  Jennings  mentioned  to  me,  or 
some  of  his  friends,  lam  not  certain  which, that  he  was  going  to 
take  the  governors  son  to  learn  the  business. 

Mr.  Bache  said  he  had  a  friendship  for  Mr.  Jennings,  that  he 
wished  his  appointment  more  than  any  other  person,  and  express- 
ed his  fears  but  always  said  he  had  no  authority  for  saying  he  was 
afraid. 

1  have  3  clerks,  I  give  them  750  each,  none  of  them  were  ever 
in  an  auction  store  before.  I  ottered  more  to  one  who  had  been 
in  an  auction  store. 

I  received  notice  on  the  26th  March,  but  had  received  notice  of 
it  the  night  before  after  the  family  had  gone  to  bed,  the  moment 
Lisle  got  his.  I  received  my  notice  by  the  penny  post,  with  the 
Philadelphia  post  mark.  We  conceived  it  of  importance  to  re- 
ceive the  notices  early,  as  we  were  anxious  to  make  our  final  ar- 
rangements. , 

About  half  an  lionr  after  I  got  home  Mr.  Lisle  came  in  and  told 
me  of  the  appointments.  He  asked  me  whether  we  could  not 
send  notice  to  all  the  persons  who  were  to  be  appointed.  I  saitl 
it  was  too  late.     I  told  one  of  the  parties. 

Mr.  Lisle  told  me  he  was  going  to  take  Mr.  Fox,  he  was  willing 
to  take  him  at  that  salary  as  a  stagcman — he  showed  me  the  arti- 
cles of  agreement,  and  never  made  it  a  secret  with  me.  I  asked 
if  he  was  competent  .-^  He  said  he  had  been  in  an  auction  store  be- 
fore. I  told  him  it  was  reported  tljat  Mr.  Fox  was  not  competent 
— he  denied  it,  he  said  he  was  competent,  but  admitted  it  was  a 
high  salary.  He  said  the  governor  had  expressed  a  wish  that  they 
should  i'orm  partnerships,  and  as  Mr.  Fox  was  an  applicant,  he 
would  prefer  giving  2000  dollars,  to  taking  him  as  a  partner. 
Cross  e.vamined. 

Mr.  Bache  stated  at  the  first  interview  with  me,  that  it  was  Mr. 
Fox,  that  Mr.  Sergeant  wished  a  situation  for  as  clerk.  He  did 
not  mention  at  that  time  the  terms  on  which  he  wanted  to  procure 
him  a  situation.     It  vasattlic  second  interview.     The  question, 
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lie  put  was,  Do  you  want  a  clerk  ?  I  informed  !)im  I  had  as  many 
as  1  wanted  the  first  year.  He  said  he  wanted  a  place  for  Mr. 
Fox,  a  friend  of  Mr.  Sergeant's.  This  was  at  our  nrst  interview, 
at  the  latter  part  of  the  conversation.  I  told  him,  hut  I  do  not 
recollect  whether  it  was  at  that  time,  it  could  not  he  at  that  time, 
for  1  did  not  write  until  after  I  was  appointed.  I  did  tell  him 
that  I  had  agreed  to  take  a  clerk  from  Harrisburg,  but  it  was  after 
I  was  appointed.  Mr.  Bache,  at  the  first  interview,  said  nothing 
of  the  letter  he  had  received  from  Mr.  Serjeant.  Mr.  Bache  ne- 
ver made  any  further  proposals  as  regarded  me,  for  he  saw  the 
matter  was  at  an  end.  At  the  second  interview,  Mr.  Bache  said  he 
feared  that  Mr.  Jennings  would  jeopardize  (or  some  ^vord  to  that 
effect)  his  commission  hy  refusing  to  take  Fox  ;  but,  he  said,  he 
had  no  authority  to  say  so,  it  arose  from  his  fears.  He  appeared 
much  concerned  for  Mr.  Jennings,  he  "was  in  earnest  as  regarded 
his  anxiety,  but  did  not  speak  in  a  threatning  tone.  I  understood 
]Vlr.  Bache's  fears  were  on  account  of  his  anxiety  for  Jennings, 
and  not  from  irritation.  I  felt  my  fears  in  consequence  of  Mr. 
Bache's  fears.  My  object  in  seeking  Mr.  Jennings,  was  to  ap- 
prize him  of  the  business.  I  do  not  believe  I  gave  him  any  advice 
on  the  subject.  I  think  I  sought  him  to  sta*e  to  him  Mr.  Bache's 
fears.  I  did  not  understand  Mr.  Bache's  language  as  a  throat, 
but  an  expression  of  fear.  I  don't  recollect  Mr.  Bache's  saying 
that  if  Mr.  Jennings  did  not  take  Mr.  Fox,  it  would  be  the  means  of 
leaving  him  out,  and  that  another  person  would  be  appointed.  It 
is  not  in  my  memorandum.  I  am  not  confident  that  I  said  that 
Mr.  Sergeant  could  not  get  a  commission  for  Mr. Bache,  and  there- 
fore could  not  get  one  for  Mr.  Fox.  I  might  have  said  so,  it  is 
possible,  but  I  nave  no  recollection.  I  passed  much  time  in  search 
of  Mr.  Jennings.  It  was  for  no  other  business,  but  on  account  of 
the  conversation  with  Mr.  Bache.  1  heard  of  no  such  report  as 
that  Mr.  Jennings  would  not  be  appointed.  I  feel  confident  that 
Mr.  Jennings  or  his  friends  had  talked  of  it,  or  had  engaged,  the 
governor's  son.  I  recollect  meeting  Mr.  Piersol,  who  had  receiv- 
ed his  notice,  the  eastern  mail  arrived  late  that  day,  and  they 
were  late  in  delivering  the  letters,  up  Market-street.  I  do  not 
know  that  a  few  hours  would  have  been  of  much  importance.  I 
should  like  to  have  received  mine  as  soon  as  any  other  person.  I 
give  my  stagcman  750  dollars,  he  is  my  brother — it  is  a  low  salary 
— We  are  to  increase  the  salaries  if  the  business  admits  of  it.  I 
am  not  positive,  but  I  think  Mr.  Fox  does  not  act  as  stageman  for 
Mr.  Lisle.  I  have  no  clerks  that  I  do  not  give  salaries  to.  Mr. 
Wier  had  clerks  to  whom  no  specific  duties  were  assigned,  at  1000 
dollars.  Some  pay  for  young  men's  board,  some  nothing.  It  is 
all  optional — We  make  the  best  term*  we  can.  The  2;overnor's 
son  came  on  trial  for  a  few  months,  to  see  if  he  liked  the  business. 
He  was  to  receive  a  salary  if  he  continued.  We  insisted  on  paying 
his  board,  as  he  had  done  his  duties  faithfully — He  refused  at  first, 
but  my  partner  insisted  on  paying  for  his  board.    He  was  with  us 
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five  monilis,  ami  ue  ^^avchim  200  dollars — It  was  w^xth  reluctance 
he  nccnptcd  of  it.  ^Jy  fust  sale  was  tin*  7 Ch  of  April.  I  used 
great  exertions.  Tliere  was  no  suspension  of  Mr.  Lisle's  busines'^ 
— lio  Imd  f.  salr  the  Hay  nfter  he  was  commissioned.  1  did  not 
i)eai-  Mr.  Ijisle  say  he  would  as  soon  not  be  appointed.  I  heard 
such  rumors  out  of  doors,  hut  Mr.  Lisle  contradicted  it.  I  consi- 
«hrr  2000  dollars  ahi;;h  salary,  but  I  requested  Mr.  Weir  to  givert 
to  his  stageman  several  years  ago. 

Cross  examined  by  J^fr.  Sergeant. 

My  business  is  not  so  extensive  as  Lisle  and  AVier's,  Jones  and 
Jennings  do  a  principal  business.     I  do  notliing  at  packet  sales. 

AVe  had  i)ecn  en  friendly  and  intimate  terras,  especially  so  for 
two  years  past,  perhaps  for  three  years — particularly  before  elec- 
tions. I  understood  you  w^ve  recommending  particularly  Mr. 
Wurtz,  Steel  and  Jennings,  the  governor  said  you  pressed  us  upon 
him.  A  iVioTid  of  mine  was  tliere  just  before  the  appointments  were 
made,  he  told  me  you  had  been  tiue  to  those  you  nrst  iccommend- 
od.  I  told  M'.  Lisle  he  might  rest  satisfied,  that  he  would  be 
provided  for  with  Jennings.  He  said  he  w  ould  not  have  the  gov- 
ernor to  tliank  for  that — that  it  v.ttuld  he  the  last  altei native,  that 
lie  meant  to  push  his  own  claims.  Mr.  Lisle  had  considerable 
claims — he  is  a  very  respt'ctalple  man — he  was  always  more  of  a 
merchant  than  a  politician.  Other  political  friends  applied  to  take 
their  relations  as  clerks,  and  I  made  up  my  mind  to  take  the 
fric:ids  of  those  who  supported  me  in  my  claims.  I  did  it  from  a 
principle  of  giatitude.  I  see  no  harm  in  it.  and  shall  always,  I 
hope,  act  in  that  way.  You  had  as  many  claims  upon  me  as  any 
of  those  pei  sons  for  whom  I  received  their  friends  in  my  employ. 

1  knew  of  Mr.  Bache's  being  an  applicant.  Mr.  Sergeant  said 
he  would  not  support  any  of  liis  relations  for  appointments.  Mr. 
Bache  told  me  to  tell  Mr.  Sergeant,  if  he  would  accept  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  secretary,  he,  Mr.  Bache,  would  withdraw  his  preten- 
tions for  the  auction  commission. 

SAMUEL  CARSWELL,  sworn.        For  Defendant. 

know  nothing  of  this  business — I  did  not  oppose  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Wurtz. — I  did  not  charge  my  memory  on  the  subject. 
I  came  up  for  my  step  son.  I  recollect  calling  on  you  and  the 
governor.  Mr.  Wurtz  came  in  the  stage  with  me.  I  did  not 
know  any  of  the  family  until  lately,  although  they  live  in  Phila- 
delphia. I  never  heard  that  they  suspected  my  coming  up  to  op- 
pose them.  I  do  not  recollect  stating  to  any  one  here,  that  Mr. 
Wurtz  was  in  England,  during  the  war — he  was  there,  I  know\  If 
1  had  been  asked  the  question,  I  should  have  told  that  Mr.  Wurtz 
was  in  England.     I  am  old  and  my  memory  is  much  impaired. 
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1  furnished  a  list  to  the  jvovcrnor,  I  don-t  recollect  whether  Mr. 
Wurti's  name  was  on.     This  is  the  list  : 

JOHJS'  CO.YRJD, 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  (Irish) 

J.  J.  ROBLYSOJW 

JOHJS,"  STEEL,  CirishJ 

JOHJV  JE.VA^IJK'GS, 

JOHJV  HUMES, 

J.  PIERSOL. 
This  list  contained  the  names  of  those  I  Avished  appointed.  I 
came  up  on  the  subject  ot  recommending  R.  Taylor,  and  J.  J.  Ro- 
binson, my  son  in  law.  I  could  not  have  recollected  that  list—but 
I  made  it.  I  do  not  remember  prejudicing  your  mind  against  the 
Mess.  Wurtz's.  I  met  Mr.  Wurtz  at  the  governor's,  and  I  also 
met  him  at  your  house  when  I  called  on  you.  I  wrote  to  the  gov- 
ernor when  1  went  to  Philadelphia  I  thought  the  appointments. 
were  undecided  when  I  left  here.  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  governor 
from  Philadelphia  concerning  my  son  in  law.  It  is  on  the  sub- 
ject of  appointments.  It  refers  to  the  enclosure  dated  14th  March. 
The  letter  has  no  date  but  is  post  marked  the  l6th  March.  It  has 
a  reference  to  the  appointments  then  depending.  I  lelatcd  t() 
captain  Robinson  the  conversations  I  had  when  1  returned. 

Cross  Examined. 
My  step  son  was  not  appointed.     He  was  a  captain  during  the 
late  war.     He  rendered  services  to  his  country  during  the  war. 
That  fact  was  generally  known. 

JOHN  TAYLOR,  Sworn.         For  Prosecution. 

I  never  heard  of  the  letter  leceived  by  Mr.  Bache  until  after  my 
appointment,  and  then  only  by  common  report.  I  do  not  know 
anr  thing. 

Mr.  Baclie  (I  do  not  think)  ever  proposed  Mr.  Fox  as  a  clerk  to 
me.     I  have  no  recollection  of  such  conversation. 

We  allow  two  of  our  clerks  800  dollars  each,  with  an  under- 
standing that  after  the  first  year  the  salary  shall  be  increased  if 
the  business  is  good.  I  think  they  are  well  ac(|uaintcd  with  the 
busipess.     I  know  nothing  as  to  Mr.  Fox's  qualifications. 

I  received  the  notification  in  the  usual  way  through  the  Post 
Office,  I  think  it  was  the  26th  of  March.  I  was  not  able  to  enter 
on  the  duties  of  the  office  at  the  commencement  of  the  quarter. 

The  clerks  generally  assist  each  other  in  every  thing  that  is  to 
be  done.  One  of  these  at  800  is  stage  man,  one  cash  and  book- 
keeper, sometinies  I  assist  and  sometimes  my  partner.  IJotli  have 
been  engaged  in  the  auction  business  prior  to  my  employing  them. 
One  has  been  connected  in  an  auction  store,  whctlier  as  a  partner 
I  do  not  know.  I  think  that  rendered  them  more  vaIual)K'  as 
clerks.  We  have  two  boys  at  150  each,  tliey  would  be  consider- 
ed as  apprentices  elsewhere.  I  think  the  person  ought  to  render 
very  considerable  sorvices  for  a  salary  of  9000  dollars,  my  busin- 
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called  on  you  when  I  came  to  Harrishur;2^,  I  don't  know  whether  I 
can  state  the  conversation  very  acurately.  You  told  me  in  the 
conversation,  that  you  had  resistc<lthe  application  ol"  some  of  your 
relations  so  a?  to  give  them  oiVeuce.  Jt  was  the  he^inning  of  Marclj, 
about  the  10th,  I  am  not  clear-  as  to  the  date.  You  told  mc  that 
you  had  made  up  your  mind  on  accepting  the  office,  not  to  urge 
the  claims  of  your  relations,  tliat  you  thougiit  it  proper  to  keep 
in  view  the  good  of  the  party.  I  do  not  know  that  1  had  any  clear 
knowledge  of  whom  you  were  supporting — I  was  under  the  impres- 
sion  that  it  was  the  three  gentlemen  who  have  been  named.  1  re- 
quested you  would  aid  my  application  ;  I  do  not  think  you  gave 
mc  any  reason  to  think  that  you  were  supporting  or  resisting  my 
application. 

In  chief. — Wo  have  ample  business  for  the  clerks  :  I  do  not  think 
we  have  too  manv  for  the  business — I  consider  that  I  do  not  pay 
them  Tiiorc  than  tbev  earn. 

iMr.  .]()]IN  LISLE.  Sworn. 

Immediately  after  the  election  of  the  present  governor,  Mr.  Jen- 
nings called  at  my  house  and  informed  me  that  he  was  an  appli- 
cant for  the  oftice  of  auctioneer  ;  and  wished  to  know  of  me,  wheth- 
er in  the  case  of  success,  I  would  join  him  as  a  partner.  I  infor- 
med liim  that  I  intended  to  make  application  myself,  and  in  case 
of  being  successful,  I  had  jvgreed  to  take  a  gentleman  into  partner- 
ship, who  would  have  been  an  applicant  himself  but  for  the  ar- 
iangcmcnt  he  had  inade  with  me  ;  I  therefore  could  not  join  him. 
fie  replied  that  he  might  be  successful  and  I  might  not,  and  asked 
me  whctiier  in  such  case,  I  would  be  willing  to  so  into  partnership 
with  him.  I  told  iiim  in  case  I  failed,  I  should  be  released  from 
my  obligation  '.vith  the  gentleman  with  whom  I  had  agreed  to  go 
into  partiiersjiip  ;  I  did  not  mention  his  name  at  that  time  ;  it  was 
my  brother  m  law,  Mr.  Smith,  my  present  partner.  I  told  hint 
that  if  1  was  unsuccessful  and  concluded  to  join  any  one,  I  would 
give  him  the  ])reference  to  any  other  of  the  applicants,  and  if  I 
did  we  could  agree  upon  terms  :  and  if  I  should  conclude  not  to 
go  into  partnership  with  him,  I  woulitl  enijage  to  find  him  a  partner 
with  whom  he  would  be  pleased — meaning  my  present  partner  and 
brother  in  law.  Mr.  Smith,  not  mentioning  his  name.  1  told  hiiu 
I  was  very  an.vious  to  get  the  commission  myself,  and  as  it  miglit 
injure  one  or  other  of  us,  should  the  governor  be  made  acquainted 
with  onr  having  any  understanding  with  each  other  as  partners; 
my  reason  for  fearing  it  might  injure  us,  was  bearing  there  were  a 
number  of  apj)licants,  and  if  the  governor  heard  of  our  agreement 
he  miijht  throw  us  together.  I  required  of  him  to  pledge  his  honor 
as  I  did  to  him,  that  the  conversation  (I  have  just  related)  should  be 
kept  secret.  I  understood  that  he  did  pledge  himself  to  secrecy. 
I  pledged  myself.  I  never  infoimed  the  governor  that  any  under- 
standing e\isted  between  us,  or  did  I  ask  him  to  give  me  the  office 
&  I  would  take  Mr,  Jennings  as  a  partner— I  had  promised  not  to  do 
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sO.  I  came  up  here  about  the  time  of  the  i;overnor*d  inauj^uratiou* 
with  my  recommendation.  I  made  my  application  to  the  gover- 
nor—  I  remained  two  or  three  days  and  returned  to  Philadelphia 
■withoutany  intention  of  visiting  Harrisbiir^-  again — I  was  ap|)uin- 
ted  one  of  a  committee  on  part  of  thicc  of  the  state  banks,  in  Phil- 
adelphia, for  the  purpose  of  applying  to  the  lej^islature  for  a  re- 
mission of  the  state  tax,  that  fell  on  tlieiii  in  consequence  of  the 
United  States  tax  beinja; repealed — that  buslnes.shruught  me  again 
before  the  governor  unexpectedly.  Mr.  Jennings  came  up  with 
me.  I  had  heard  the  governor  was  embarrassed  in  consequence 
of  the  great  number  of  applicants  for  auctioneers,  that  there  were 
forty,  and  that  he  expressed  a  wish  that  some  cuuld  join.  I  was 
advised  that  if  I  would  join  one  of  the  principal  applicants  it  nii^jhr, 
secure  my  appointment.  I  replied  that  I  had  a  partner  in  Phila- 
delphia and  I  meant  to  take  my  chance  singly.  I  remained  iu 
Harri»burg  but  two  or  three  days — Mr.  Jennings  remained  eight 
or  ten  days  after  me.  On  his  return  he  called  upon  me,  I  told 
him  I  hoped  he  had  not  committed  me,  by  telling  the  governor  the 
conversation  that  had  passed — he  said  he  had  not  commiiled  me. 
A  few  days  aftor  my  return  Mr.  Edward  Fox  sent  for  me,  it  was 
about  the  middle  of  January,  Mr  Fox  informed  me  that  he  had 
applied  to  the  governor  for  a  commission  for  his  son  Samuel,  but, 
that  his  friends  had  advised  him,  that  as  it  was  necessary,  in  iudcr 
to  make  tlie  office  useful  that  a  capital  should  be  invested  in  it 
which  he  had  not;  that  it  would  be  better  for  iiim  to  join  with  one 
of  the  applicants,  who  possessed  the  means  of  making  the  olBcc' 
profitable  ;  that  having  known  me  for  many  years  he  had  iixed  his 
mind  on  me.  I  informed  him  that  I  had  already  engaged  a  part- 
ner provided  I  proved  successful,  that  I  could  not  enur  into  any 
partnership  with  him  or  his  son.  I  mentioned  to  him  the  name  of 
my  brother  in  law  Mr.  Smith,  with  whom  1  had  engaged.  He  said 
if  that  v/as  the  case,  he  should  have  no  objection  to  his  aou  being 
with  me  and  my  partner  as  principal  clerk,  stage  clerk  1  think  it 
was,  at  the  same  salary  that  Mr.  Weir  allov^ed  his  stage  i-.i'rk,  and 
Mr.  Humes  allowed  Mr.  Poalk,  who  was  his  principal  clerk,  and 
"which  he  understood  was  2000  dollars  a  year.  I  observed  to  him 
the  salary  was  high,  and  asked  him  as  to  tho  mpn'-ity  rdn:  talents 
ef  his  son — he  said  his  son  had  served  his  apprenticeship  with  him 
as  auctioneer,  that  he  had  afterwards  served  another  apprentice- 
ship to  a  merchant.  Mr.  Chandler  Price,  that  he  had  bei-n  in  bus- 
iness for  himself,  and  that  he  was  capable  of  managing  in  the  auc- 
tion stoi  e,  ary  department  I  would  give  him.  I  told  him  I  would 
consult  my  paiHner,  that  was  to  be,  if  I  was  commissioned,  .Mr. 
Smith,  and  if  he  was  willinir  I  would  agree,  with  an  understandinj; 
that  Mr.  Kox  was  to  devote  all  his  time  and  services  lo  the  busin- 
ess, that  if  he  did  not  conduct  himself  to  my  saiibf.tr.iion,  that  I 
should  be  allowed  lo  reduce  ;he  salary.  He  informed  me  that  he 
was  Content  to  rest  the  aj^reement  on  that  fooling.  I  went  to  Mr. 
iSiaithN  house  to  consult  him,  alter  making  bomc  objeciions  lu  the 
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sa'.sr)  as  Leirig  hif^h,  and  after  my  tellinp:  him  of  the  reservatlona 
1  hacl  made  as  to  '.educing  it,  he  agreed-  I  had  in  fact  made  that 
reservation  in  corisequencc  of  some  observations  that  some  one  had 
made,  that  TVIr.  Fox  Was  not  an  active  man  in  business.  As  it  was 
a  delicate  thing  to  stute  tlie  reasons  to  the  father,  I  called  on  judge 
Barnes,  a  purticiilar  f.ijnd  of  Mr.  Fox,  to  mention  to  him  that  I 
bliould  reserve  the  right  of  reducing  the  salary  in  case  Mr.  Fox 
ihould  not  conduct  himself  to  my  satisfaction.  Mr.  Barnes  said  he 
approved  of  the  reservation,  it  was  perfectly  correct.  After  Mr. 
Fox  had  been  with  me  some  time,  judge  Barnes  met  me  in  the 
litrect  and  stopped  me,  and  asked  me  if  1  was  satisfied  with  Mr. 
Fox's  conduct,  whether  I  had  reduced  his  salary  ;  I  answered  I  had 
not,  that  I  was  satisfied,  that  he  gave  me  all  his  lime  and  services, 
which    was  what  he  had  engaged  to  do.     This  was  in  May. 

I  now  go  back  to  njy  first  conversation  with  Mr.  Edward  Fox  ia 
January.  A  few  days  after  the  verbal  agreement  with  Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  ISlorris  applied  to  me  to  know  whether  I  would  rent  an  auction 
store  of  hhn  as  lie  understood  I  would  be  one  of  the  fortunate  appli- 
cants. I  told  him  1  did  not  know  that  I  should  be  appointed,  but  I 
would  rent  an  auction  store  as  he  recommended  it  so  strongly,  and 
I  thought  if  I  should  fail  one  of  the  successful  applicants  would  take 
it.  The  rent  svas  to  be  1500  dollars  a  year,  it  commenced  on  the 
I5lh  February.  I  let  it  on  the  9ih  of  Apiil  to  Mr.  Piersol  ;  the  rent 
between  that  lime  I  paid  myself;  Mr.  Jennings  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  renting  tiic  s'.ore  or  the  agreement  with  Mr.  Fox.  I  men- 
tion tl.is  to  rebut  the  idea  that  I  had  entered  into  partnership  with 
Mr.  Jcnuinu;s.  A  considerable  time  after  this  Mi.  E.  Fox  sent  lor 
me  and  enquiied  of  me  if  it  was  true  thai  I  had  withdrawn  ray  ap- 
plication fi  oni  befoie  the  governor,  (it  must  have  been  early  in 
Marcii,  I  cannot  say,  it  may  have  been  late  in  February).  He  en- 
quired wheihei;  I  was  satisfied  to  go  iuio  partnership  with  Mr.  Jen- 
nings, as  it  was  reported  in  Harrisburg  and  generally  believed 
there. 

Wednesday,  10th  February. 

Some  considerable  time  afterwards,  Mr.  E.  Fox  sent  for  me  and 
enquired  if  1  had  withdrawn  my  application  from  before  the  gover- 
nor, and  had  agieedlo  go  into  partnership  with  Mr.  Jennings,  and 
if  so,  whethei  I  should  consider  myself  bound  as  to  the  agreement 
I  had  made  about  his  son  Samuel.  I  told  him  I  had  not  withdrawn 
neither  did  I  nicun  to  withdraw,  that  I  was  bound  by  honor  and  in- 
clination, to  strive  by  all  honorable  means  to  procure  the  commis- 
sion in  my  own  n>me,  that  if  I  acted  differently  I  should  sacrifice 
my  brother  in  law  Mr.  Smith,  who  would  have  been  an  applicant 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  arrangement  he  made  with  me,  that  I  should 
in  such  cace  become  tht  second  in  the  firm  with  a  man  much  youn- 
ger than  myseif,  who  might  render  my  situation  so  unpleasant  as  to 
make  it  necessary  for  me  to  withdraw,  if  it  suited  his  interest  to  do 
so.  But  if  1  received  a  commission  in  my  own  name  I  should  be 
the  creatute  of  the  governor,  if  I  acceptedof  a  partnership  I  should 
be  under  Mr.  Jennings.     But  1  did  not  consider  myself  bound  a«  to 
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any  agreement  I  had  made  about  his  son,  unless  I  received  a  conimis' 
sion  for  myself.  But  in  case  I  was  not  comraissioned,  and  should 
agree  to  enter  into  partnersliip  witli  Mr.  Jennings,  which  I  did  not 
know  would  be  the  case,  tliat  if  I  did  go  into  partnership  with  Jen- 
nings, he  would  have  a  right  to  agree  as  to  clerks  and  fix  their  sal- 
aries. In  fact,  at  this  time,  the  state  of  things  had  materially 
changed  ;  a  conversation  had  passed  between  Mr.  Weir  and  my- 
self, in  which  I  was  led  to  believe,  that  in  case  I  was  appointed,  Mr. 
Weir  would  have  no  objection  to  form  a  partnership  with  me.  J 
was  in  the  habit  of  communicating  very  confidcniially  wiih  Mr. 
Jennings,  and  informed  him  of  this  immediately.  I  enquired  ot 
him  that  in  case  I  failed  in  procuring  a  commission,  he  would  agree 
in  forming  a  partnership  with  me— he  would  wish  to  include  Mr. 
Weir  as  a  second  partner.  He  said  he  would,  and  requested  me  to 
enquire  of  Mr.  Weir,  whether  he  would  have  any  objection  to  be- 
come along  with  me  the  partner  of  Mr  Jennings.  In  this  case  Mr. 
Weir  had  a  pretty  full  complement  of  clerks,  and  one  to  whom  he 
was  v«ry  much  attached,  who  was  in  the  siluaiion  I  wished  to 
place  Mr.  Vox,  finding  the  'eport  of  my  having  withdrawn  my 
name  continued,  I  became  alarmed,  and  my  particular  friend,  Da- 
vid Acheson,  being  in  the  city,  and  about  to  return  home,  I  reques- 
ted him  to  call  on  the  governor,  and  to  inform  the  governor  that  I 
earnestly  requested  the  appointment  myself,  and  could  not  consid- 
er it  as  any  favor  to  be  made  the  partner  of  Mr.  Jenninp;s,  or  for  it 
to  be  considered  that  Mr.  Jennings  was  to  take  me,  because  Mr. 
Jennings,  from  the  first,  had  solicited  me  to  become  his  partner.  I 
hold  in  my  hand  a  letter  from  Mr.  .Acheson,  which  I  will  read. 
C Reads  Letter— February  24,  18 18. J 

'*  As  for  yourself  I  cannot  say  with  certainty  what  may  be  the  re- 
sult, but  you  will  at  all  events  be  remcmbeied,  as  we  had  heaid  in 
the  city,  joined  wi.h  Jennings,  I  have  no  doubt.  Great  pains  have 
been  taken  to  make  an  impression  that  this  arrangement  would  sat- 
isfy you,  how  far  I  have  succeeded  in  removing  this  idea  I  cannot 
pretend  to  say.  I  flatter  myself  that  I  have,  xviih  tlie  aid  of  Mr. 
Bryan,  been  enabled  to  accomplish  it,  if  so,  I  have  but  little  doubt 
of  your  success." 

Still  hearing  t  cports  of  my  having  withdrawn,  and  that  I  had  uni- 
ted with  Mr.  Jennings,  and  was  content.  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Biyan. 
and  requested  him  to  cull  on  the  governor  and  tell  him  that  I  still 
requested  the  commission  in  my  own  name  and  tell  mc  whether  it 
was  necessary  for  me  to  come  to  Hariisburg. 

(I  received  a  letter  fiom  Mr.  Bryan, 
r Ihach  hia  Littfr,  1  It/i  March,    1818.^ 

The  lime  drawing  nigh  when  the  governor  was  about  to  decide 
on  the  appointments,  the  term  of  the  old  auctioneers  about  expir- 
ing, and  being  told  constantly  that  my  name  was  not  before  the 
governor,  tliat  I  was  to  be  the  partner  of  Mr.  Jennings,  I  became 
alarmed,  and  determined  to  make  one  more  effort,  I  determined  to 
die  in  the  last  ditch.  I  called  on  Mr.  E.  Fox  and  expressed  my 
fears,  and  mentioned  my  fears  that  the  governor  h^u  been  led  astray 
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by  improper  means.  I  requested  Mr.  Fox  to  write  to  las  son  to 
jjo  to  Hariisburg,  and  I  authorised  him  to  say  in  the  most  unquali- 
fied  terms  to  the  governnr;  that  I  was  not  saiislnd  to  become 
the  partner  of  Mr  Jennings,  but  solicited  the  commission  in  my 
own  name.  This  was  about  the  middle  of  March.  On  the  25lh 
March,  I  spent  the  tveninf;  at  Judd's  Iloiel,  with  a  club  who  had 
been  accustomed  to  meet,  on  politics  ;  we  staid  there  till  half  past 
nine  o'clock— I  came  away  at  about  halt  past  nine,  in  company  with 
John  Steele  and  John  Thoburn,  they  parted  with  me  in  Market 
street,  (he  lived  opposite  me).  In  my  parlour  I  found  a  note  from 
Mr.  K.  Fox,  it  contained  a  request  that  I  would  come  down  to  his 
house  as  soon  as  convenient,  I  immediately  went  down  lo  Mr.  Fox's 
house,  I  found  there  Mr.  John  Fox,  who  appeared  as  if  he  had  just 
come  off  a  journey,  Mr  E.  Fox  took  fiom  a  bundle  of  papers,  a  let- 
ter directed  to  me,  and  opening  it  I  found  it  was  a  letter  from  the 
secretary  of  state. 

(Dated  Harrisburi^  23d  March,  1818.) 
f  Reads  the  Letter.  J 

After  a  few  observations,  (I  believe  I  staid  five  minutes  at  Mr. 
Foxes,  not  more,)  I  went  down  to  inform  my  partner,  Samuel 
Smith,  of  my  success,  consequently  of  his  ;  having  informed  Mr. 
Smith,  I  repaired  to  Mr.  John  Steele's  house,  prior  to  my  going  to 
my  own,  I  exhibited  iny  letter  to  him  and  congratulated  him  on  his 
successs,  and  told  him  I  was  sorry  that  Mr.  Jennings  and  the  other 
gentlemen  lived  at  such  a  distance,  and  that  it  was  then  so  late,  or! 
should  like  to  have  gone  round  and  informed  them  likewise.  It  was 
then  about  half  past  ten,  Mrs.  Steele  had  gone  to  bed,  and  Mr. 
Steele  was  going,  he  called  up  to  her  and  informed  her  and  I  call- 
ed up  and  congratulated  her.  I  went  home.  The  next  morning 
I  told  every  one  of  my  friends  that  I  had  an  opportunity,  of  my  suc- 
cess, and  on  that  day  is  published  the  names  of  all  the  fortunate 
candidates.  On  that  day  at  12  o'clock,  it  was  published  in  the  De- 
mocratic Press. 

I  never  applied  to  Mr  .Sergeant  to  assist  me  in  procuring  my  com» 
mission,  I  did  not  ask  him  for  his  friendship  in  a  common  way. 
I  thought  I  had  strong  recommendations  and  depended  on  them,  I 
understood  he  had  two  or  three  persons  he  wished  appointed.  Tlie 
next  morning  after  receiving  the  notice,  after  breakfast,  I  went 
down  to  Mr.  Weir,  and  told  him  I  came  to  see  whether  I  could 
arrange  terms  of  partnership  with  him,  we  retired  up  stairs  to  a  va- 
cant room,  while  we  were  in  conversation  on  the  terms  of  partner- 
ship, Mr.  Weir  was  called  down  stairs,  he  returned  in  a  few  min- 
utes and  informed  me,  that  Messrs.  Jennings,  Steele,  Taylor,  and 
Piersol  had  called  for  the  purpose  of  knowing  whether  he  would 
enter  into  partnership  with  him.  We  then  resumed  our  conversa- 
tion respecting  the  partnership.  Mr.  Weir  informed  me  that  he 
could  not  enter  into  partnership  with  me,  unless  I  made  room  for 
Mr.  Lewis  his  stage  clerk.  This  placed  me  in  a  new  situation- 
Mr.  Lewis  ^occupied  the  identical  post  that  was  lo  be  assigned  to 
Mr.  Fox,  who  was  :o  step  into  the  place  of  Mr,  Lewis,  and  who 
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was  to  receive  the  salary  he  received  from  Mr.  Wier.     I  conceived 
it  of  great  importance  to  have  Mr.    Weir  as  pailner,  and  determin- 
ed to  make  geal  saciifices  for  that  object.     I  according;ly    entered 
into  a  discassion  with  Mr.  Lewis,  and  after  considerable  difhculty* 
Mr.   Weir  unitint;  with  me  to  persuade  him,  he  agreed  to  accept 
of  the  te.  nis  1  offered  him,  to  share  as  a  panner — he  has   a  i-ixth. 
I  found  myself  now  placed  in  an  awkward  siluaiion  as  rei^aided  Mr. 
Fox,  as  Mr.  Lewis  insisted  on  his  situation,  and  Mr,  Wcii  advised 
me  strongly  to  suffer  it,  as  he  is  admirable  qualified   for  Uuu  siiuiu- 
tion— equal  to  any   in  Philadelphia.     linfoimed  Mr.    Fox  of  my 
new  arrangement,  that  I  had  been  under  the  necessity  of  depriving 
him  of  chat  situation,  orii:;inally  intended  for  him,    and  had  in   fact 
promised  him,  that  although    I  could  not  give  liim   that   situation, 
which  is  considered  the  first  and  the  most  honorable,  yet  I  did   not 
consider  that,  that  would  entitle  me  to  take  anything  off  his  sala  ry, 
that  1  requested  him  to  go  into  the  business  in  such  station   as  Mr. 
Weir  should  point  out  to  him  ;  and  if  he  fulfilled  the  terms  of  the 
agreement  on  his  part  (wiiich  agreement  was  not  signed,  only  ver- 
bal), which  was  that  I  should  have  all  his   time    and  services,  and 
he  should  conduct  himself  with  propriety,  that  Mr.  Smiili  and  my- 
self who  had  made  the  agreement,  would  continue  his  salary  at  2000 
dollars,  whatever  Mr.  Weir  &  Co.  might  be  willing  to  allow.     It  is 
lo  be  understood  that  Weir  Sc  Co.  had  nothing  to  do   with  the   con- 
tract of  Mr.  Fox,  it  was  Lisle  and  Smith.     I  spoke  to  Mr.  Weir  not 
to  fix  the  salary  of  Mr.  Fox   until  we  should  have    a  settlement  of 
our  books  on  the  first  of  January,  when  he  should  allow  him  what  he 
thought  his  services  were  worth  in  any  station  he  thought  proper  to 
place  him.  On  the  first  of  January  we  had  a  settlement  of  our  books, 
Mr.  Weir  informed  me  that  he  had  fixed  on  the  sum  of   1000  dol- 
lars a  year  as  the  salary  he  should  allow  to  Mr.  Fox,  I  told  him   I 
had  left  it  to  himself  and  had  nothing  more  lo  say — thr.t  he  was  de- 
prived of  the  situation  he  was  intended  for,  and  in  case  of  death  or 
removal  of  Mr.  Lewis,  he  was  entitled  to  Mr  Lewis's  situation,  and 
in  the  mean  time,  whilst  Mr.  Fox  conducted  himself  with  proprie- 
ty and  gave  Mr.  Smith    and  myselt  all  his    time  and  services,   we 
would  give  him  an  additional  1000  doUa's.     It    may  be    necessaiy 
for  me  to  explain,  that  the  agreement  with  Mr.  E.  Fox,  was  a  com- 
promise for  partnership,  in  which  case    I  would  have  been  obliged 
to  p;ive  his  son  half  the  profits  ;    I   therefore  preferred  giving  him 
a  high  salary,  on  condition  of  his    withdrawing  his   application  and 
uniting  his  interest  with  mine.      Mr.  Fox  urged  a  partnership  first, 
tbenti)e  salary  attached  to  Mr  Lewis  ;    then  tlje  chance  which  he 
gave  up  to  me  of  procuring  a  commission  for  his  son,  which  in  my 
eyes  entitled  him  to  a  higher  salary  than   if  a  person    applied   who 
bad  no  pretensions  to  the  office.     I  took    into  consideration  a  com- 
pensation for  a  salary,  instead  ot  a  partnership.     This  was  done  be- 
tween Mr.  Fox  and  me  on  honor.     I  believe  a  rough  draft  of  an  a- 
greement  was  drawn  by  judge  Barnes  as  the  friend  of  both,  and  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Fox  for  approval.     After  I  received  the  commission, 
Mr.  E.  Fox  presented  me  with  a  copy  of  the  agreement ;  I  think 
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tliat  must  have  been  the  2(1  ot  April.  I  told  him  I  would  not  sign 
it  until  his  son  had  been  with  me  some  time  and  saw  liow  he  beha- 
ved himself.  After  he  had  been  in  our  employ  tlirce  weeks  I  call- 
ed at  Mr.  E  Fox's  Sr.  told  him  to  send  his  son  aiifl  I  would  sii^jn  the 
agreement,  that  I  was  satisfied  with  him.  Mr.  Samuel  Fox  CitUed 
ni  my  stoic  with  the  countei  paii  of  ihe  aj^iecment  with  bljnk  ditte  ; 
i  filled  it  up  with  the  first  day  of  Api  il,  the  time  he  C'«minen'  ed  with 
us.  There  was  no  one  at  my  house  at  the  lime,  but  my  eldest 
daughter,  she  passed  through  the  store  and  I  called  to  her  to  stop  lo 
witness  the  execution  of  the  contract  with  Mr.  l-ox  Ln»Ticdiaiely 
after  she  went  out  my  late  clerk  came  in,  and  I  in^de  him  add  his 
signature  to  my  acknowledgement,  Mr.  Fox  was  gone  o^  I  should 
have  made  him  do  the  same  to  his.  (The  following  is  the  agree- 
ment.) 

f  Reads  it.) 
It  was  signed  by  me  about  the  20th  .\pril,  I  am  no  lawyer  and  do 
not  know  whether  it  was  wrong  to  antidate  it,    but  I  put  dcvn  the 
date  that  his  services  commenced,    if  I  have    done  wrong  I  must 
plead  my  ignorance,  and  I  now  publicly  declare  it. 

Mr.  Jennings  called  at  my  house  some  days  before  I  received  the 
circular  letter.  He  informed  me  that  he  had  been  applied  to  by 
Mr.  Bache,  to  know  if  he  would  take  Mr.  S.  Fox  as  a  clerk,  at  the 
salary  of  2000  dollars  a  year,  and  enquired  of  me  what  I  would  ad- 
vise bini  to  do.  I  told  him  that  I  liad  agreed  to  take  Mr.  Fox  at 
that  salary  in  case  I  was  appointed  myself — that  he  must  act  for 
himself  and  judge  what  he  tho'ight  proper,  that  my  agreement  had 
no  bearing  on  him.  He  said  he  had  received  unfavorable  impres- 
sions of  Mr.  Fox  and  would  not  take  him.  Messis.  John  and  Mau- 
rice Wurlz,  (I  \\\\\  not  be  certain, for  1  can  hardly  tell  William  norr> 
^lauiice,)  two  of  the  gentlemen  called  on  me  the  Sunday  after  I  had 
received  the  circular  notice  on  Messrs.  Wur'.z'  being  announced, 
Mr.  Shoemaker,  who  was  with  me  got  up  to  go  away,  I  told  him  I 
wished  him  to  stay  ;  we  retired  to  a  private  apartment — Mr.  John 
Wurtz  addressed  me  and  informed  me  that  he  had  determined  to 
sift  the  conduct  of  the  secretary  of  stale  to  the  bottom,  that  he 
conceived  he  had  been  guilty  of  bribery  and  corruption,  and  inas- 
much as  1  was  imolicated,  and  wishing  to  act  towards  me  a  fair  and 
honorable  part  ;  that  he  was  detcriT)ined  to  come  and  exhi!«t  to  me 
letters  of  compliint,  or  accusation  which  he  had  wiitten  tf>  the  gov- 
ernor, to  Mr.  Davidson  the  late  speaker  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives and  other  ififluential  members  of  the  legislature,  as  he  was 
determined  in  easel  should  persist  in  my  determination  to  receive 
the  commission,  the  governor  and  secretary  should  be  impeached. 
I  will  not  be  certain  which,  but  I  believe  both. 

1  informed  Mr.  J.  Wurts  v.  lio  was  the  orator,  that  I  had  always 
acted  as  their  friend,  and  I  defied  any  one  to  prove  the  contrary, 
that  it  would  have  afforded  me  much  pleasure  if  the  governor  had 
thought  proper  to  commission  Mr.  M.  Wurts,  whom  I  considered 
as  an  honorable  man,  and  his  brother  William,  (I  did  not  know  Mr. 
John  Wurtz  at  that  time)  that  considering  them  as  such  1  would 
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done  any  thing  wrong  they  were  welcome  to  write  to  the  governor 
or  any  person  they  thought  proper.  Mr.  John  Wurtz  put  up  the 
papers  and  they  went  away  without  my  redding  them.  I  immediate- 
ly after  this  conversation  crossed  over  to  Mr.  Steele,  (he  is  a  fiiend 
of  mine  and  has  been  though  we  were  seeking  fur  the  same  office,) 
he  desired  me  to  step  into  a  private  room,  he  informed  me  that  con- 
siderable sensation  was  occasioned  by  the  failure  of  Mr.  Wurtz  ap- 
plication among  his  friends,  that  he  had  been  applied  to  by  some  of 
them  to  spcdk  to  me,  to  know  whether  I  would  consent  to  write  to 
the  governor  to  inform  him  that  I  would  resign  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Wurtz,  that  in  this  case  matters  would  be  accommodated,  and  I 
might  go  into  partnership  with  Mr.  Jennings  who  was  willing  to 
take  me,  provided  I  solicited  Mr.  Wurtz  appointment.  I  informed 
him,  much  as  I  was  inclined  to  heal  any  breath  that  might  take  place 
in  the  demociatic  party,  I  could  not  to  accomplish  that  object  ven- 
ture to  sacrifice  my  own  honour.  That  I  should  consider  my 
withdrawing  from  my  commission  as  a  tacit  acknowledgement  that 
I  had  been  guilty  of  an  act  that  could  not  bear  the  light ;  on  the  con- 
trary the  part  that  I  had  acted,  I  did  not  care  if  all  the  world  should 
know.  Mr.  Steele  replied  that  he  approved  of  my  conduct  upon 
further  consideration. 

My  notes  were  made  from  a  rough  sketch  of  a  letter  which  I  co- 
pied before  I  came  up.  That  letter  was  written  immediately  after 
Mr.  J.  Wurtz  called  on  me.  I  asked  Mr.  J.  Worrell's  advice.  He 
advised  me  to  write — some  of  my  friends  advised  me  not  to.  I  made 
a  short  statement  as  far  as  I  was  implicated  in  the  second  memorial, 
which  I  showed  to  my  friends.  The  shoit  notes  on  the  second  me- 
morial I  sent  a  copy  of  to  the  secretary,  because  he  was  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  facts — I  sent  it  unsolicited.  I  had  no  partnership 
arrangement  with  Mr  Jennings— there  were  no  terms  of  partner- 
ship fixed — there  was  an  understanding  that  a  partnership  might  be 
formed  upon  certain  contingencies 

Mr.  Jennings  never  asked  me  that  he  might  communicate  our  a- 
greement  to  foim  a  partnership  to  the  governor— if  he  had  asked 
me,  I  should  have  refused  him. 

I  have  stated,  that  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Jennings,  I  asked  Mr. 
Wier,  to  form  a  partnership  with  us.  This  was  after  I  informed 
Mr.  Jennings,  that  I  had  been  spoken  to  as  to  a  partnership  with 
Mr.  Wier  and  by  Mr.  Wier.  The  application  to  Mr.  Wier  was, 
in  case  Mr.  Jennings  was  appointed  and  I  not,  whether  we  could 
agree  upon  terms  that  would  be  agreeable. 

On  ray  asking  Mr.  Jennings  whether  he  had  comn)itted  me  with 
the  governor,  he  answered  he  had  not— .On  pushing  him  further 
(which  I  before  forgot  to  state)  he  said  the  governor  wished  the  ap- 
plicants to  join.  1  then  repeated  my  question,  I  hope  you  have  not 
committed  me,  for,  recollect  you  are  bound  to  secrecy.  I  mu<t 
confess  I  was  a  little  alarmed  at  the  half  sentence  that  escaped  him. 

Q,  What  is  Mr,  Jennings  general  character  ? 
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A-  You  must  suppose  that  I  had  a  good  opinion  of  him  or  I  would 
not  have  coiisciued  to  take  him  as  a  partner  I  say  it  without  dis- 
paraj^emcni  to  any  of  the  otiier  applicants  ;  his  circumstances  were 
better,  as  1  thought  than  the  others.  He  and  I  were  on  the  most 
friendly  terms.  He  was  on  the  ticket  for  assembly  wiih  me.  I  ne- 
ver had  anv  communication  with  Mr,  Sam  Fox,  uniil  the  agree- 
ment was  made  with  his  father.  I  saw  him  at  his  father's,  but  ne- 
ver spoke  to  him  on  the  subject.  His  father  negociated  between  us. 
In  accepting  of  Mr.  S.  Fox,  my  object  was  to  unite  our  interest* 
and  strengthen  my  application.  We  were  both  applicants,  and  he 
withdrew.  It  was  on  the  same  principle  that  Mr.  Jennings  wished 
me  to  join  him.  Mr.  Jennings  and  Mr.  Fox's  views  were  the  same, 
an  union  of  interest.  Mr.  Jennings  applied  on  the  same  tack  as 
Mr.  Fox. 

I  was  not  acquainted  with  the  rate  of  salaries,  I  thought  it  high 
:\t  first,  he  told  me  it  was  the  salary  others  got 

({,  IVhat  loere  the  considerations  why  you  had  not  confidence  in, 
Mr.  Fox  ? 

A.    I'liat  is  not  a  proper  question. 

J.  IVurtz.  You  stated  that  you  did  not  mention  them  to  the 
father,  as  it  ivas  a  delicate  matter. 

Witness.  Mr.  Fox  and  his  brother  are  both  present.  I  now  state 
that  the  reports  were  untrue,  1  am  now  perfectly  satisfied  that  they 
were. 

Mr.  Sergeant.     I  hope  every  thing  will  be  enquired  into. 

fl'itness.  1  was  inlormed  that  Mr.  S.  Fox,  was  addicted  to  drinks 
and  was  indolent— both  I  have  found  to  be  false,  I  have  not  a 
more  attentive  clerk  in  the  store.  I  had  no  reason  at  any  time  to 
believe  these  reports  against  Mr.  Fox  were  true.  I  have  found 
them  to  be  false  since  he  has  been  with  me  and  up  to  the  present 
time. 

When  I  went  to  Mr.  Smith  about  Mr.  Fox,  he  observed  it  was  a 
high  salary.  He  did  not  urge  me,  or  suggest  to  me  to  have  the  sa- 
lary reduced  to  a  lower  sum.  I  stated  to  him  that  I  would  prefer 
giving  him  that  salary  to  making  him  a  partner  and  giving  him  a 
third.  I  telt  myself  at  liberty  to  make  the  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Lewis,  to  hold  the  place  intended  for  Mr.  Fox,  without  consulting 
Mr.  Fox  ;  because  I  believed  Mr.  Fox  would  not  be  in  the  way  of 
an  arrangement  for  my  benefit,  merely  for  the  sake  of  being  in  a 
higher  sidtion  than  the  one  I  was  about  to  offer  him,  provided  I  did 
not  reduce  the  salary  I  was  to  give  him  in  that  higher  station,  and 
which  I  did  not  consider  myself  entitled  to  do.  If  I  took  from  him 
the  shadow,  I  did  not  think  myself  authorised  to  take  from  him  the 
substance  of  our  agreement.  1  had  no  knowledge  of  Mr.  S.  Fox's 
capacity  to  execute  the  duties  of  stageman,  except  that  which  I  de- 
rived from  his  father.  His  father  had  been  auctioneer  many  years, 
and  his  son  was  with  him. 

When  Mr.  Jennings  called  on  me  to  consult  about  Mr.  Bache'ft 
proposition  to  him  about  Mr.  Fox,  I  did  not  suggest  to  Mr.  Jen- 
ningsj  that  if  I  \\as  not  appoin'.ed,  and  he  was,  and  would  take  Fox- 
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I  would  make  up  the  balance  of  his  sahuy.  1  never  sidil  &o — theie 
was  no  necesbivy,  for  in  case  I  wub  not  uppointcd,  the  cuiitract  be- 
tween myself  and  Mr.  Fox,  was  ai  an  end. 

I  did  not  say  Lieforc  I  was  sumniontcl  here,  that  iheie  was  no  ne- 
cessity lo  summon  so  many  witnesses,  for  I  would  prove  I  gave  2000 
doiliis  for  my  commission — I  never  s&id  so.  I  said  1  could  prove 
that  I  gave  2000  dollars  lo  Mr.  Fox  ;  but  1  have  alwuy;  said,  as  I 
have  before  in  my  testimony,  that  it  was  a  union  of  interest.  Mr. 
E  Fox's  arrangement  witii  me  was  not  considered  to  be  kept  se- 
cret. I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  divulging  iny  Inisiness,  but  I  men- 
tioned this  to  several  uf  my  friends  ;  Mr.  li.  F'ox  wrote  word  of  it 
CO  the  governor.  Mr.  Lewis  did  receive  2000  dollars  a  year,  he 
now  receives  a  sixth  of  the  profits — he  iills  the  place  intended  for 
Mr.  Fox. 

Mr.  Eyre,  cashier,  receives  1500  dollars — Mr.  S.  Fox  is  the  next, 
he  receives  1000  dollars  from  the  present  firm,  the  firm  of  I, isle  Sc 
Smith  pay  him  1000,  in  consequence  of  his  not  occupying  the  sta- 
linn  he  was  lo  occupy.  Mr.  Purdon  the  next  receives  800  dollars. 
JVlr.  Jones  is  the  next — I  can't  tell  his  salary.  Mr.  Robeson  is  tlie 
next — not  certain  of  his  salary,  about  5  cr  600  dollars.  There  are 
three  young  men,  or  boys,  who  arc  apprentices,  who  do  not  get  any 
thing.  The  porter  is  the  last,  he  gets  about  200  or  250  dollars  and 
a  house  to  live  in  rent  free.  1  should  suppose  Mr.  Eyre  superior 
to  Mr.  Fox,  because  Mr.  Weir  has  put  Mr.  F'ox  down  lower  ihcUi 
Mr.  Eyre.  Mr.  Fox  has  it  not  in  his  power  to  render  those  servi- 
ces that  he  would  be  able  if  he  was  in  a  iii^her  station. 
Cross  Ejcainined.         By  Defendant. 

1  understood  fron?  Mi.  Edwajd  Fox,  thai  it  was  Judge  Barnes 
who  first  suggested  a  partnership  between  nie  and  Mr.  S.  Fox.  1 
never  had  a  syllable  of  conversation  with  Mr.  Sergeant,  nor  did  a 
line  ever  pass  between  us  relative  to  the  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Fox,  nor  did  I  ever  request  you  to  assist  me  in  n»y  upplicalioi-'. — and 
although  I  came  up  in  the  stage  with  you  to  Harrisburg.  1  under- 
stood you  were  determined  to  push  Mess.  Jennings,  \\'urtz  and 
Steele  for  commissions,  and  I  was  feaifulyou  would  refuse  to  assist 
me  if  I  applied,  'i'he  other  notices  were  sent  to  the  post  office  the 
moment  mine  was  received — a  servant  was  called,  who  was  direct- 
ed to  put  them  in  the  post  office. 

The  half  sentence  dropped  by  Mr.  Jennings  was  this — I  had  a 
suspicion  on  my  mind,  tliat  Mr.  Jennings  had  let  the  grand  secret 
out,  and  I  taxed  him  pretty  closely.  I  asked  him,  what  had  passed 
after  I  left  Harrisburg,  and  hoped  he  nad  not  committed  me  ;  he 
said  no  he  had  not.  I  put  the  question  in  another  foriT\ — and  he 
said  the  governor  wished  lo  know  whether  he  would  form  a  partner- 
ship— and  I  asked  him  What  was  your  answer — 1  hope  you  did 
not  commit  me.  He  said,  no,  no.  I  am  certain  the  governor  was 
informed  but  I  have  charity  enough  to  believe  Mr.  Jennings  did 
not  inform  him.  How  the  governor  gol  his  inlormation  I  do  not 
know.  I  had  my  beliellhal  the  governor  knew  at  that  time,  and  I 
immediately  took  steps  to  counteract  the   inforniation.     1  had  i.c 
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from  goncl   authority,  that  Mr.  Carswell  did  j^o  up  to  blow  up  Mr. 
VVui  iz,  and  I  charged  him  wi'.h  it,  but  he  denied  it. 

SILAS  E.  WEIR,  Sworn-. 

I  held  the  oflice  of  auciioneer  under  f»overnor  Snyder.  AHr 
tor  the  clccuon  <jr  t^overnor  Findlay,  several  gentlemen  who  had 
applied  or  intended  to  apply  for  the  office  of  auctioneer,  called  upon 
nie  to  propose  a  partnerslup.  I  had  a  conversation  wiih  several  of 
them,  but  declined  makinR  any  arrangements  until  the  appoint- 
ments were  made.  I  had  not  decided  on  continuing  in  the  busin- 
ess, unless  my  old  commission  was  renewed,  and  lor  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  governor'ti  mind  upon  the  subject  of  lemoving  the 
old  auctioneers,  I  wrote  to  Mr.  M'Jimsey,  of  Harrisburg,  request 
ting  iiini  to  ask  the  gcwernor  whaihis  intentions  were.  In  his  reply- 
he  stated  the  governor  had  not  yet  decided  on  the  subject,  thatthefe 
were  a  number  of  respectable  applicants  fur  the  office,  and  that  it 
appeared  to  te  the  general  opinion  that  the  old  ones  would  be  re- 
moved. I  again  wrote  to  Mr.  M'Jimsey,  requesting  to  know  the 
lime  the  new  commissions  would  probably  issue.  He  informed  mes 
that  they  would  be  issued  on  the  1st  April,  and  that  the  governor 
gave  him  as  a  reason,  that  the  quarter  of  the  old  auctioneers  ended 
on  the  3lst  Mirch.  On  Thursday,  the  26ih  March,  immediately 
after  going  down  to  my  store,  I  heard  a  report  that  notices  of  the 
appointments  being  made  had  arrived  in  the  city.  During  that  fore- 
noon 1  svas  called  upon  by  five  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  received 
notices,  v/iih  proposals  for  a  partnciship  My  first  conversalioa 
was  with  Mr.  Lisle,  who  mentioned  that  he  was  under  an  engage- 
:nent  with  his  brother  in  law,  Mr.  Smith,  to  take  him  as  a  partner.' 
I  then  staled  that  I  had  a  young  man  who  had  lived  with  me  manv 
years,  had  served  me  faithfully,  and  that  I  would  enter  into  no  part- 
nership without  his  becoming  one  of  the  firm  Mr.  Lisle  stated 
tlial  he  had  entered  into  an  ariangement  to  take  Ml  Samuel  Fox  as 
a  cleik,  at  2000  dollars  a  year,  that  Mr.  Fox  had  been  an  applicant 
for  the  oftice  hiniself,  that  his  father  had  proposed  him  as  a  partner, 
but  he  declining  that,  he  proposed  him  as  a  clerk  on  that  salary,  to 
■which  he  had  been  induced  to  acceed,  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Fox's 
wiilulrawing  his  uppUcation,  and  giving  his  influence  to  Mr.  Lisle. 
Mr.  Lisle  further  stated  to  me,  thai  Mr.  Fox  had  served  a  regular 
•apprenticeship  to  his  father  when  auctioneer,  that  he  had  been  his 
piincipal  stagcman,  and  he  presumed  him  equal  to  take  the  place 
occupied  !)y  Mr.  Lewis.  To  any  other  person  taking  Mr.  Lewis* 
place,  I  objected,  and  for  this  reason,  that  a  man  equally  fitted  for 
that  station  I  never  met  wiih.  There  were  several  points  of  diffi- 
cuhy  in  forming  the  partnership,  beside  this,  relating  to  Mr.  Yox, 
wliich  are  unnecessary  to  repeat,  as  they  have  no  bearing  on  this 
question.  The  terms  were  settled  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  and 
DS  reb:ed  to  Mr.  Fox,  ?»Ir.  Lisle  left  it  to  myself  to  fix  his  station 
and  salary  as  I  m!»;ht  think  proper. 

Committee.     You  have  h.eard  Mr.  Lisle's  statement   as  to   tin? 
ti.xiug  Mr.  Fox's  salarv,  i-^  voiir  reoollcctioa  the  same  } 
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mlns^cev.    Precisely  the  same. 

Committee.     You  need  not  rcf)cat  it. 

Wiiuois.  1  paid  Mr.  Lewis  tlie  sura  of  2000  dollars  a  yfear,  '>vho 
act'-'d  tn  the  situation  Mr.  I^isle  was  to  place  Mr.  Fox  in.  Mr. 
Lewis  still  retains  that  atation,  but  is  a  partner. 

Mr.  Eyre,  cashier,  receives  1500  dollars — I  give  him  300  dol- 
lars extra,  for  wiiting about  ray  old  business.  Mr.  Fox  1000  dol- 
lars, Mr.  Purdon,  800  dollars.  Mr.  Jones  600  dollars,  Mr.  Robe- 
sou  500  dollars.  Three  lads  that  are  apprentices.  1  do  not  think 
Mr.  Fox  as  good  as  Mr.  Eyre — he  is  as  capable  as  Mr.  Purdon,  he 
^vrites  a  very  good  hand,  has  been  very  attentive  since  he  has  been 
■with  us,  and  has  attended  very  carefully  to  every  business  that 
has  been  entrusted  to  him.  He  is  perhaps  hardly  as  capable  as 
Mr.  Purdon.  But  I  should  explain,  Mr.  Purdon  has  been  a  long 
time  with  me,  and  I  feel  a  confidence  in  entrusting  business  to 
him,  that  I  would  not  to  Mr.  Fox,  until  I  have^ried  Mr.  Fox.  but 
■what  I  have  entrusted  to  Mr.  Foxhe  has  done  equally  as  well. 

I  did  not  consider  2000  dollars  a  high  salary  for  Mr.  Lewis' 
services.  I  never  had  any  in  my  employ  that  I  considered  worth 
2000  dollars  but  Mr.  Lewis. 

I  think  Mr.  Purdon  superior  to  Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Jones  is  in  a  dif- 
ferent department  from  Mr.  Fox.  Of  the  two  individuals,  Mr. 
Fox  and  Air.  Jones,  I  would  take  Mr.  Fox.  I  consider  Mr.  Fox  as 
the  most  capable,  in  point  of  business.  I  believe  Mr.  Fox  fully  c- 
qual  to  take  the  station  of  Mr.  Jones,  and  do  it  better,  for  he  writes 
a  handsomer  hand.  1  give  Mr.  Fox  more  than  Mr.  Jones,  because 
Jones  is  barely  of  age  and  Mr.  Fox  is  a  man  wit'.i  a  family. 

Mr.  Lisle  called  on  me,  he  said  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Jennings, 
and  stated  that  if  Mr.  Jennings  received  a  commission  he  would 
■wish  to  form  a  partnership  with  me  and  Mr.  Lisle.  Mr.  Lisle 
told  me  that  when  Mr.  Jennings  applied  to  him  to  form  a  partner- 
ship, he  told  him  he  would  give  him  a  prefeience  to  any  of  the 
applicants,  but  that  he  woidd  press  his  claims  for  his  own  appoint- 
ment, to  the  last.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  he  had  laid  any 
injunction  of  secrecy  on  me — I  recollect  that  he  said  he  had  laid 
an  injunction  of  secrecy  on  Mr.  Jennings,  that  he  should  not 
mention  it  to  the  governor. 
Cross  exdiniiied. 

One  sixth  of  the  profits  were  considerably  more  than  2000  dol- 
lars last  year. 

John  Steele,  called  a^ain. 

I  do  not  recollect  that  I  had  any  authority  fi  om  Mr.  "NVurtz. 

I  think  it  was  the  dav  after  1  received  the  notice  of  my  appoint- 
ment that  I  stcpt  into  Mr.  Binns'  printing  office,  I  think  there  was 
one  of  the  Wurt'/.s'.  f  cant  say  which,  there  were  a  number  of  our 
political  friends.  1  expressed  (after  the  usual  salutations)  my  re- 
gret that  Mr.  Wuit/,  was  not  appointed  ;  a  very  general  conversa- 
tion ensued,  some  said  one  thins;  and  some  another,  I  did  not 
charge  my  memory  particularly  with  the  conversation,  but  I  recOl- 
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lect  perfectly  that  one  of  the  group  said  tliat  it  would  settle  all 
dUpute  if  Mr.  Wurt/.  was  appointed  and  Mr.  Lisle  withdraw.  I 
do  not  know  that  Mr.  Wurtz  said  it,  two  or  three  said  it 
and  it  was  not  opposed.  I  heard  from  twenty  afterwards  that  it 
would  he  a  good  place  to  make  peace.  The  next  Saturday  evening 
the  political  clul)  that  had  heen  established  relative  to  the  election, 
met  as  usual,  for  the  last  time.  Two  of  the  Mr.  Wurtz.'  were  there, 
and  after  some  of  the  memheis  had  retired,  Mr.  Wurtz.  told  of  the 
course  he  meant  to  pursue  ;  he  said  he  had  written  to  the  governor, 
and  he  read  a  copy  of  the  letter— he  said  he  had  also  written  to  Mr. 
Davidson  and  many  of  the  members  of  the  legislature — the  letters 
were  couched  in  a  very  bold  style,  that  Mr.  Lisle's  commission  must 
not  be  confirmed  and  Mr.  Sergeantturned  out, or  they  would  bring 
tlie  subject  before  the  legislature.  Mr.  Wuitz,  said  he  thought  Mr. 
IJsle  should  have  notice,  as  lie  did  not  wish  to  proceed  in  an  un- 
derhand way.  He  said,  Mr.  Steele,  you  are  intimate  with  Mr. 
Lisle,  will  you  call  on  him  and  inform  him  of  the  steps  I  have  ta- 
ken.-* Without  reflection  I  said  I  would—but  on  a  moment  or  two 
reflection,  tliat  it  was  indelicate  for  me  to  go  to  Mr.  Lisle,  as  1  had 
been  conversing  with  Mr.  Weir  abouta  partnership,  he  then  being 
Mr.  Lisle's  pattner.  Mr.  Wurtz  saw  the  propriety  of  the  reason 
and  said  he  would  call  himself  on  Mr.  Lisle.  Next  day  1  saw  Mr. 
Wurtz  step  into  Mr.  Lisle's  door.  Mr.  Lisle  about  an  hour  after 
came  over  to  me  and  told  me  Mr.  Wurtz  had  been  with  him.  It 
was  then  1  told  Mr.  Lisle  what  the  opinions  of  our  political  friends 
were,  and  not  my  own,  that  would  restore  peace — 1  also  told  hini 
what  they  said  to  rid  him  of  the  bargain  with  Mr.  Fox;  1  was  sat- 
isfied with  .Vlr.  Lisle's  explanation,  and  he  said  he  was  ready  to 
fulfil  his  engagement  which  was  honorable,  and  he  would  sooner 
cut  his  right  hand  oft'  than  not  fulfil  it. 
Cross  E.vamined. 

I  think  Mr.  Benjamin  Reynolds  was  at  Binn's  office,  Mr-  Har- 
per mentioned  to  me  about  Lisle's  withdrawing — Mr.  Randall 
was  there — Mr.  Bachc,  I  think,  was  there — am  not  certain. 

1  understood  from  Mr.  Gill,  when  he  went  with  ^»'-  Jennings, 
had  a  partnership  arrangement,  but  Jennings  findi-'g  more  profit- 
able partners  had  given  up  1500  dollars  out  o''  his  own  pocket 
Mr.  Jennings  told  me  yesterday,  that  he  gave  ^^-  Gill  1500  dol  i 
lars  in  addition  to  his  salary  out  of  his  owrpoclcet.  It  was  an 
arrangement  and  not  a  partnership,  that  Mr  Jennings  told  me  he 
gave  Mr.  Gill  1500  for  giving  up. 

P.  A.  CANONGE,  Sworn. 
I  entered  into  the  service  of  Mr.  Veir  a  short  time  after  he  re- 
ceived his  commission  from  gov.  Sc'^er.  1  think  it  was  in  the 
month  of  June  he  received  his  c'O^^^ission,  I  staid  with  him,  I 
think  it  was  about  seven  years.  ^  left  him  in  the  year  1814  The 
first  salary  under  Mr.  Weir  wh'*^  I  was  with  him  was  1000  dollars. 
This  was  to  the  cashier,  Mr.  s-initli.  3Mr-  Lewis  at  first  received 
but  a  small  salary,  but  fin*^Qg  l^^  was  an  excellent  clerk,  it  was 


increased,  I  <iiink  io  a  1000  dollars — he  was  the  stagctiian.  I 
ranked  as  third  clerk,  and  received  5U0.  Tlu're  v/ere  a  mnnbcr 
of  young  men  in  the  store  that  received  no  salarv,  and  1  believf; 
the  present  cashier  of  Mr  Weir.  Mr.  E\rc,  at  that  tinje,  received 
but  400.  After  I  left  Mr.  ^^'cir,  I  got  into  business,  and  a  year 
or  18  months  after  1  entered  into  tiie  auction  business.  We  paid 
our  stageman  500  dollars,  and  the  ne\t  clerk  to  liim  500.  We 
had  two  porters  to  whom  we  paid  25  dollars  a  month,  and  two 
boys  we  paid  150  dollars  a  year  each. 

NVhen  tlie  late  commissions  came  down  I  placed  those  two 
young  men  in  the  store  of  Taylor  and  Wagoner.  I  hold  the  sta- 
tion of  cashier  with  Taylor  and  Wagoner  at  800  dollars.  My  sa- 
lary has  been  increased  since,  but  Mr.  Taylor  knows  nothing  of 
it,  it  is  an  aft'air  with  Mr.  Wagner  and  myself.  Mr.  Bowen  800, 
a  young  man  200,  a  porter  350,  two  boys  each  100.  In  the  auc- 
tion business  the  stageman  and  cashier  are  the  first  nieti  in  the 
store.  The  Btageman's  station  is  equally  responsible  ^iih  the 
cashier.  He  is  answerable  for  the  goods  in  the  store  the  same  as 
the  cashier  is  for  the  monies. 
Cross  e.ramived. 

1  allude  to  the  period  of  time  that!  was  Avith  Mr.  Wier,  bef«)rc 
the  peace,  in  stating  the  salaries  of  Mr.  Wier's  clerks.  Mr.  W. 
is  a  man  now  of  about  25  years.  It  has  been  the  custom  of  en- 
Creasing  salaries  of  late. 

THOMAS  HARPER,  junr.  Sworn. 

I  called  on  Mr.  Kache  after  the  notices  came  down  about  9  o'- 
clock in  the  morning.  And  asked  Mr.  Bache  about  the  transac- 
tion. I  cannot  state  the  conversation  exactly  but  Mr.  Bache  con- 
curred with  me  in  opinion  in  respect  to  the  transaction  that  it  was 
an  improper  one.  He  said  the  hurry  and  confusion  arising  out  of 
the  r()>bery  of  the  mail  prevented  his  reflecting  on  the  subject  as 
he  otherwue  would  have  done.  And  but  from  that  circumstance 
he  thought  Ir  would  have  acted  difterently  from  what  he  other- 
wise would  h.ve  done. 

At  one  time'n  front  of  Mr.  Wurt/.'s  store  in  Market  street^ 
speaking  of  the  aj:nointments  a^out  to  be  made.  (I  think  Mr.  Wurtz 
>vas  one),  Mr.  LisN  stated  thiit  he  had  been  informed  that  he  was 
conceived  to  be  too  nch  to  be  appointed,  that  he  understood  there 
Avas  to  be  a  system  o;  having  riders  and  if  that  was  the  case  he 
preferred  riding  to  hc'urr  ridden.  He  said  this  jocularly.  This 
•was  the  first  time  I  had  tin  pleasure  of  seeing  Mr.  Lisle  to  speak 
to  him.  I  heard  Mr.  Lisi,  once  express  hiniself  in  regard  to  his 
contract  with  Mr.  Fox,  abou  two  or  three  months  ago — since  the 
subject  has  been  before  the  legsjjiture.  He  said  an  arrangement 
had  been  entered  into  between  !;,„  and  Mr.  Fox,  previous  to  that 
time,  after  propositions  had  beei.niade  to  him  by  Mr.  E.  Fox,  he 
said  he  bad  called  on  Mr.  Smith,  hi.  present  partner,  and  stated 
to  him  the  arrangement  about  Mr.  F^'g  j,on,  that  Mr.  Smith  ob- 
jected  to  the  salary  being  too  high,  ana  asked  if  Mr.  S.  Fox  would 


noLbe  willin>;  to  take  1000  dollars.  .VIr.  Lisle  said  r.o,  and  he 
tliought  tlie  liiglicr  sum  would  lie  necessary  to  support  liis  family. 
The  subject  Mr.  Baclio  said  ho  would  have  acted  dilVerently  oa 
was,  as  to  making  tlie  piopositiuii  to  the  auctioneers.  .VIr.  Baciie 
did  not  deny  that  he  did  not  receive  the  letter,  nor  did  he  ac^ 
knowledge  having  received  one.  When  1  was  at  Harris!)urg  the 
latter  end  of  the  uionth  of  February,  1  was  conversing  with  him 
relative  to  the  applications  for  auctioneers  ;  he  asked  luemy  opin- 
ion relative  to  the  dillerent  applicants,  and  amongst  otiicrs,  he 
enumerate*!  Mi.  Lisle.  !  told  hiin  I  had  not  the  honor  of  being 
ac([uainted  with  Mr.  Lisle,  but  from  his  character  I  knew  no  man 
who  stood  higher.  He  then  observed  that  he  was  likely  to  get  o- 
ver  tlie  unpleasant  necessity  of  refusing  Mr.  Lisle  and  Mr.  Jen- 
iiinii;s,  from  their  consenting  to  unite,  and  the  commission  to  issue 
in  Mr.  Jennings' name.  The  result  of  the  conversation  on  my 
mind  v\as,  that  Mr.  Jennings  would  be  appointed,  under  that  un- 
derbtauding.  He  did  not  say  he  would  not  commissi"»n  Mr.  Lisle. 
Cross  Examined. 
\  had  a  conversation  w  1th  Mr.  Sergeant  about  the  commissions, 
and  presse<i  him  to  use  his  influence  for  Jennings,  Steele,  Wurtz. 
and  ('anonge.  The  secretary  concurred  with  me,  except  as  to  Mr. 
Canonge,  J  think  he  was  warmer  for  the  other  tlireethan  for  Mr. 
Canonge.  At  the  same  time,  he  said  he  was  not  able  to  do  much, 
owir)g  tothe  accident  which  happened  to  his  ancle  in  getting  out 
of  the  stage  on  the  way  to  Philadelphia.  I  replied  to  him  that  I 
hoped  he  would  exert  himself,  as  the  governor  complained  of  bis 
silence,  and  said  he  had  made  appointments  which  were  unpopu- 
lar, aiid  which  he  might  not  have  done  if  he  had  received  proper 
information.  Mr.  Sergeant  then  excused  himself  on  account  of 
his  lameness.  I  was  here  three  or  lour  days.  I  dined  with  Mr. 
Sergeant  at  the  governor's,  and  made  use  of  it  as  an  argument  why 
I  thought  he  might  exert  himself.  1  knew  nothing  of  the  facts 
but  by  reports — I  had  it  from  Mr.  Wurtz — Mr.  John  Wurtz  gave 
me  my  principal  information.  Mr.  Wm.  Wurtz  was  present 
also.  I  determined  to  write  to  the  governor,  and  I  wished  to  as- 
certain the  fixct  before  I  did,  to  explain  my  opinion  I  ascertained 
then»  pretty  much  as  I  heard  them  here.  The  language  of  disap- 
proval was  made  use  of  bv  mc  and  acquiesced  in  by  Mr.  Bacbe. 
1  stated  to  Mr.  Bache,  that  Lisle  was  to  give  Fox  2000  dollars  a 
year  in  consideration  of  the  influence  of  Mr.  Fox's  friends,  which 
was  made  to  Steele  and  Jennings  by  Mr.  Bacbe.  I  then  observed 
that  those  gentlemen  had  rejected  it  and  in  consequence  that  Mr. 
Lisle  was  about  to  receive  a  commission.  I  think  1  made  use  of 
very  strong  language — I  think  I  made  use  of  tlw?  term  corruption^ 
and  I  think  he  acquiesced — he  acquiesced  by  expressing  his  re- 
grets. I  have  heard  it  stated,  that  Mr.  Fox  was  intemperate — I 
l)ave  heard  it  contradicted  lately,  and  that  he  is  now  very  tempe- 
rate. I  heard  it  in  a  store  next  to  Mr.  Fox  and  Souder's  in  ^far- 
ket  street.  I  beard  it  out  at  Kobert  Adam^s  store,  but  Mr.  A«lams 
contradicted  it  in  part.  The  spontaneous  intention  of  writing  a 


letter  to  the  goveraor,  arose  iVom  myself,  after  that  I  was  ur^ed 
hy  Mr.  John  Wmtx.  I  said  I  «liJ  lut  believe  that  t!ie  <;overnor 
knew  of  it,  anti  I  would  inform  !iiin,  as  I  have  a  stroni;  friendship 
for  the  governor,  and  tliat  1  believe  if  he  was  acquainted  with  it, 
he  would  not  have  done  it.  Mr.  Wiirtx  said,  if  you  are  the  gover- 
nor's well  wisher,  you  ou^ht  to  advise  him  on  the  subject.  I  talked 
more  with  Mr.  Wurtz,  on  the  subject  than  any  other  persons. 
Tiiere  are  t!\ree  of  them,  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  separate 
them,  i  have  known  Mr.  Wurtz.  about  a  year  personally,  by  cha- 
i-acter  somewhat  longer.  I  conceived  that  the  condition  ot  2000 
dollars  a  year  was  a  corruption. 

This  is  the  letter  I  wrote.  I  showed  it  to  no  person  before  I  sent 
it.  JJate         Phitadelphia,  Mirch  2S,  'iS\S. 

Mr.  Rinns  wrote — he  showed  me  a  copy  of  his  letter.  I  asked 
liim  if  he  kept  a  copy — he  said  yes.  I  asked  him  to  show  it  to  me, 
and  he  did.     This  was  about  two  days  aftor  I  wrote  my  letter. 

LONYMOND  CONYGHAM,  Sworn. 

1  went  fioin  Lancaster  on  the  26'.h  March,  I  went  to 
Cemiantown  and  came  to  Philadelphia  on  Monday  followinj;.  I  then 
beard  from  a  number  of  individuals  that  a  certain  unpleasant  trans- 
action had  occurred  Matthew  Carey  was  one.  I  enquired  what 
circun. stance  it  was,  and  they  all  stated  as  nearly  as  1  recollect, 
ihat  Mr.  Lisle  was  appointed  auctioneer  and  that  he  p.iid  2000di)Ils. 
a  year  for  his  commission.  Either  Tuesday  or  Wednesdjy  morning, 
1  dont  recollcci.  which  I  was  passingj  down  Chesnut  street,  and  not 
lar  from  the  corner  of  Fourth  and  Chesnet  street,  1  saw  Mr.  IJache 
and  several  gentlemen  in  conversation.  I  think  Mr.  Josiaii  Raiulall 
:ind  Mr.  Dallas  were  present.  I  can'i  nuke  use  of  the  precise 
words  made  use  of  by  Mr.  Bache  but  I  can  tell  the  purport.  I 
heard  Mr.  Bache  expressly  declare  that  he  was  authorised  to  pro- 
cure an  ;appointment  for  ^i^  Fox  in  an  auction  store  from  one  of 
the  applicants,  and  the  instructions  by  which  he  acted  were  con- 
tained in  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth.  That 
he  had  procured  a  place  for  Mr.  Fox  in  Mr.  Lisle's  auction  store 
and  Mr.  Lisle  was  to  Jjive  him  2000  dollars  a  year  salary.  It  ap- 
peared that  Mr.  Bache  had  been  asked  for  the  ini'orniation  from  the 
manner  he  stated  it,  and  he  was  shewing;  that  he  was  merely  the 
ii5»ent — he  expressly  declared  he  was  merely  the  agent,  1  recollect 
rhe  words  Mr.  Bache  said  be  had  acted  hastily  and  unadvisedly. 
He  appeared  to  regret  that  he  had  acted  hastily,  I  don't  think  it 
amounted  to  an  expression  that  he  wished  he  had  nothing  to  do 
with  il.  lie  S'ii  1  it  was  an  unfortunate  circumstance:  it  appeared 
10  me  from  what  Mr.  Bache  said  thai  he  would  not  have  done  it  if  he 
had  acted  o;i  reflection.  I  heard  Mr.  Alexander  Wilson  coinplain- 
cd  of  the  secretary. 

Committte.  Docs  it  relate  to  the  charges. 

SecreUiry  of  Cummuiiwcnit/r  Let  the  gentleman  go  on,  1  have 
no  objection  to  any  charge  or  any  testimony  that  may  be  adduced. 
1  have  repeated  this  at  least  one  dozen  limes. 
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Commiliee.  If  it  Joes  not  relate  to  ihc  present  charges  it  is  im- 
pioper  to  siJie  any  ihinjj. 

JOHN  BINNS,  sworn. 

The  first  time  I  heaid  ihc  name  of  Mr.  Samuel  Fox  as  in  any- 
way connected  witli  the  conunission  of  an  auctioneer,  was  from  Mr. 
■|  honias  Serjeant,  and  his  cxpicssion  was  in  this  way:  "  Uncle 
Fox  is  very  anxious  to  have  his  son  Sam  appointed  an  auctioneer, 
what  do  yon  think  of  it."  I  re;ilied  that  I  had  no  personal  knowledge 
whatever  of  Mr.  Fox,  but  that  from  what  I  had  heard  I  should  not: 
think  the  appointment  adviseable,  that  in  a  political  point  of  view  the 
appointment  would  be  a  very  bad  one,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Samuel  I'ok 
had  been  at  tne  last  election  and  for  many  years  always  opposed  to 
the  democratic  ptrty.  To  these  opinions  Mr.  Sergeant  assented 
and  said  he  could  not  and  would  not  rci^ommend  his  appointment. 
This  I  believe  was  before  the  governor's  inauguration. 

I  heard  no  more  about  Mr.  Fox's  application  until  about  the  mid- 
dle of  Maich.  1818.  About  the  middle  of  that  month  Mr.  Jen- 
nings called  upon  me  and  infornied  me  that  a  circumstance  had 
taken  place  which  he  was  apprehensive  would  lessen  his  chance  of 
obtaining  the  commission  of  an  auctioneer,  for  which  he  had  appli- 
ed. He  stated  that  Mr.  Bache  had  enquired  of  iiim,  whelhei  if  he. 
were  appointed  an  auctioneer,  he  would  consent  to  take  Samuel 
Fox  as  a  clerk,  at  a  salary  of  2000  dollars  a  year.  He  said  that  Mr. 
Bache  had  been  induced  to  make  the  proposition  to  him  first,  be- 
cause Mr.  Lisle,  with  whom  it  was  understood  he  was  to  form  a 
3:)artnership,  had  agreed  if  he  were  appointed,  to  take  Mr  Fox  at 
the  salary  lie  had  stated.  .After  my  expressing  my  astonishment 
at  the  proposiiion,  I  told  him  that  if  he  thought  proper,  I  would  im- 
mediately  write  to  the  governor  and  the  secretary  of  the  common- 
wealth on  the  suljject.  Mr.  Jennings  thought  it  would  be  belter  to 
write  to  the  secretary,  but  not  to  the  governor.  The  sume  day  I 
wrote  to  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth  on  the  subject  I'hc 
next  time  I  recollect  this  transaction  being  the  subject  ut  conversa- 
tion, was  with  Mr.  Bache.  I  do  not  know  on  what  day  of  the  week 
I  had  the  conversation  just  stated,  with  Mr.  Jennings,  but  I  dis- 
tinctly recollect  that  it  was  on  Sunday  I  had  the  conversation  with 
Mr.  Bache.  I  slated  to  him,  in  substance,  the  conversaiion  I  had 
had  with  Mr.  Jennings,  Mr.  Bache  made  no  remark  on  the  state- 
ment I  had  made,  but  said,  he  had  urged  Mr.  Jennings  to  comply 
wiih  the  proposition  because  he  was  apprehensive,  as  Mr.  Ser- 
geant was  so  anxious  to  p:ovide  for  Mr.  Fox,  (that  his)  Mr.  Jen- 
nings' refusal  he  was  afiaid  would  jeopaidize  Mr.  Jennings*  ap- 
pointment. I  exp/essed  my  approbation  of  Mr.  Jennings' conduct, 
in  which  Mr.  Bache  concurred.  He  saifl,  I  thir.k  Jennings  acted 
perfectly  right,  I  am  very  sorry  I  have  had  any  thing  to  do  wiih  ii. 
I  said  I  thought  the  proposition  was  disgraceful  and  I  regretted  he 
had  any  thing  to  do  with  it.  He  said  that  if  his  time  and  attlentioa 
had  not  been  so  much  occupied  as  they  had  lately  been  with  the. 
mail  robbersj  he  never  would  have  interfered  Nviih  it. 


I  "havii  noi;  a  copy  of  tlia  letter  to  the  secretary,  I  am  not  in  liiB 
)iabit  of  kcepino; copies.  J  never  received  an  answer,  I  never  have 
had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Serjjeant  on  that  or  an  v  other  subject 
since  that  time.  Mr.  Bache  stated  that  he  made  the  comniu:aca- 
tion  to  Mr.  Jennin<xs  hy  the  autlioritv  of  the  secretaiy.  I  never 
committed  any  statement  to  writing  in  any  shape  or  form,  except 
my  letter  to  the  governor  mav  he  considered  as  such,  in  whicli  the 
tacts  are  embodied.  1  siiewed  that  letter  to  Mr.  Lisle  :  it  was  not 
written  to  be  shown  to  any  other  person  except  the  governor  to 
uliom  it  was  addressed.  5lr.  Lisle  called  at  my  olncc  on  the  day 
on  which  the  letter  was  written,  the  subject  which  is  now  before 
the  coTnmittce  became  a  matter  of  conversation  between  Mr.  Lisle 
and  myself.  1  told  Mr.  I^isle  I  had  just  been  writing  to  the  go- 
vernor on  the  subject,  and  if  he  v.ftuld  take  a  chair,  I  would  read 
him  a  copy  of  the  letter.  Mr.  Lisle  sat  down,  and  I  read  him  the 
letter.  Mr.  Lisle  said,  I  am  much  obliged  to  von,  which  was  the 
only  ren.ark  he  made,  \  think,  on  the  letter,  and  I  understood  that 
remark  to  he  in  reference  to  a  passage  in  the  letter,  in  which  I  had 
particularly  spoken  of  Mr.  Lisle.  "NVhcn  I  wrote  that  letter  I  had 
not  the  slightest  intimation  that  an  enquiry  would  be  instituted. 
The  first  iii(imation  1  had  of  the  probability  that  a  legislative  en- 
quiry would  be  instituted,  was  in  a  letter  from  the  governor  in  an- 
swer to  a  letkM-  I  had  written  to  him  on  this  subject.  I  have  a  co- 
j>y  of  that  letter  and  in  obofliencc  to  the  subpoena  of  the  committee 
1  have  brought  it  with  me. 


[  Philndelpkia,  C\Iarch  : T,  181 S.— Reads  it.'] 

This  is  the  original. 
AVhen  I  wrote  that  letter  I  had  had  no  conversation  with  John 
VVurts  on  the  snbject — I  had  no  conversation  with  his  brothers* 
nor  with  any  human  being  on  the  subject.  I  received  an  answer 
I'o  that  letter  from  the  Governor — stating  that  it  is  in  perfect  confi- 
dence to  me  except  with  the  sinq;le  exception  of  Mr.  James  Har- 
per, junr.  to  wiiom  I  was  instructed  to  shew  it,  because  he  had 
written  to  the  governor  on  the  same  subject.  I  accordingly 
shewed  it  to  Mr.  Ilarper,  and  I  have  never  read  it  nor  permitted  il 
to  be  read  by  any  other  person.  About  three  weeks  ago  a  gentle- 
man informed  me  that  a  manuscript  had  been  read  (o  him  at  Har- 
risburgbythe  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  who  assured  him 
that  the  manuscript  he  then  read  was  a  copv  of  the  governor's  an- 
sweitomy  letter  of  the  srth  .March,  1818.  Another  gentleman 
since  that  time  assured  me  that  he  has  also  seen  a  copy.  I  was  also 
assured  that  this  letter  of  the  governor's  had  been  shev,  n  to  seve- 
ral meurfjcrs  of  the  le<;islature  by  the  secretary  of  the  common- 
wealtli.  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  make  this  statement  for 
the  purpose  of  shewing  that  whoever  may  have  shewn  the  letter 
thus  vviitteu  to  me  in  co.nfidence.  I  had  not  betrayed  that  cnnfi- 
deuce. 
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Ilarrisbtirg^  March  30,  1818. 
(Reads  the  Letter.) 
Cross  e.vttjnined. 

I  did  say  to  Mr.  Lisle  on  tlie  morning  of  the  day  I  received 
it  or  tlie  morning  after,  that  from  a  letter  I  had  received  from  the 
governor  in  answer  to  the  one  1  had  written  him,  I  was  satisfied 
that  the  governor  had  no  knowledge  of  any  condition  being  at- 
tached to  his  commission,  by  which  he  was  bound  to  give  Mr. 
Samuel  Fox  two  thousand  dollars  a  year.  There  is  a  passage  in 
the  letter  that  says  that  Mr.  Lisle  was  willing  to  go  into  partner- 
ship with  Mr.  Jennings.  A  few  days  after  I  had  read  my  letter 
to  Mr.  Lisle  he  called  at  ray  office,  and  to  satisfy  me  that  he  had 
not  withdrawn  his  application,  he  shewed  me  two  letters,  one  I 
think  was  (•om  the  Auditor  General  Mr.  Bryan,  the  other  from 
David  Acheson.  It  satisfied  me  that  Mr.  Lisle  considered  himself 
an  applicant  and  had  not  withdrawn  his  pretensions. 

I  get  Mr.  Jennings  catalogue  printing,  it  is  worth  from  50  to 
100  dollars  a  year.  I  also  print  Mr.  Lisle's,  it  is  also  worth  the 
same.  I  state  the  profit  that  it  is  worth  to  me.  I  also  print  Mr. 
Steele's. 

Q.  Did  you  write  to  the  governor  to  get  alderman  Geyer  ap- 
pointed auctioneer  for  Mr.  Passmore  ^ 

A.  I  have  the  letter  that,  will  explain  it. 
Committee  object. 

Q.  1.  Are  you  a  disappointed  applicant  for  office  ? 

A.  I  am  not. 

This  is  the  reply  to  the  governor's  letter  of  the  30th  March. 

April  16,  1818. 

I  have  known  Mr.  M.  Wurtz  about  3  years,  I  have  known  Mr, 
John  Wurtz  since  1817". 

JOSIAH  RANDALL,  sworn. 

'J'he  first  time  I  ever  heard  of  the  name  of  Mr.  Samuel  Fox, 
was  during  the  Christmas  hoUidays  about  the  time  of  the  installa- 
tion of  the  governor  I  called  on  Mr.  Sergeant  at  his  house,  and 
commenced  talking  generally  on  the  subject  of  appointments,  in 
one  of  which  a  near  relative  of  mine  was  concerned,  and  in  the 
result  of  which  I  had  many  friends  interested.  Mr.  Sergeant 
stated  that  he  had  no  personal  views  to  answer  in  the  appoint- 
ments, that  he  had  discountenanced  the  application  of  several  of 
his  relatives,  and  in  particular  a  son  of  his  uncle  Mr.  Fox  had 
been  pressed  upon  him,  and  concluded  with  asking  me  what  I 
thought  of  the  claims  of  Mr.  Samuel  Fox;  I  told  him  that  some 
apology  ought  to  be  made  in  talking  of  his  relative,  but  as  he  ask- 
ed my  opinion  I  would  say  that  Mr.  Fox  had  no  claims  on  the  ad- 
ministration— he  said  that  was  his  opinion,  and  therefore  he  would 
decline  interfering.  1  heard  nothing  more  about  Mr.  Fox  or  the 
auctioneers,  until  sometime  about  the  20th  of  March.  1  was  re- 
turning home  from  supping  from  Mansfield's  tavern  with  Mr. 
Bache,  and  I  told  him  I  understood  he  and  Mr.  Jennings  had  had 
a  dispute  about  Mr.  Fox's  son,  Mr.  Bache  reaUed  no,  they  had  uo 
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dispute,  Mr.  Jennings  v  as  a  fine  little  fellow,  and  had  acted  very 
properly  in  tlie  transaction ;  that  if  he  had  time  to  deliberate  os 
reflect,  he  would  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  application  to 
Mr.  Jennings  relative  to  Mr.  Fox's  son;  that  l»is  mind  had  been  so 
much  occupied  with  the  mail  robbers  he  had  no  time  either  to  con- 
sult a  friend  or  tliink  himself  on  the  subject,  and  if  he  had  done 
either  he  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  Nothing  material  oc- 
curred until  the  notices  for  the  commissions  came  down.  The 
first  intimation  I  had  of  any  unpleasant  ditlerence  on  this  subject 
was  from  Mr.  Jennings,  who  stated  to  me  his  fears  or  his  belief 
that  the  failure  of  the  negociation  relative  to  Mr.  Fox  had  produ- 
ced tlie  appointment  of  Mr.  Lisle,  and  the  non-appointment  of 
Mr.  Wurtz.  i  expressed  my  co-incidence  of  opinion,  and  begged 
my  suggestion  mgiht  not  be  made  known  to  Mr.  Wurtz,  as  it  Avould 
do  harm  and  would  do  no  good.  Mr.  Jennings  replied  that  Mr. 
Wurtz  already  knew  it.  On  the  Saturday  evening  after  the  no- 
tices came  down  I  had  some  warm  altercation  with  a  number  of  my 
friends,  particularly  with  Mr.  Wurts  about  tlie  conduct  of  Mr. 
Bache.  On  Sunday  morning  I  called  on  Mr.  Bache  to  relate  the 
charges  1  had  heard  adduced  against  him.  Mr.  Bache  went,  as 
Usual,  into  an  explanation  of  his  conduct,  and  shewed  me  tlic  let- 
ter of  Mr.  Sergeant.  I  here  remark  no  injunction  of  secrecy.  1 
read  the  letter  and  told  him  to  shew  it  to  no  one  but  his  brother-in 
law  Mr.  Dallas,  but  as  he  had  acted  upon  it  by  no  means  to  destroy 
it,  but  keep  it  as  justification  of  his  own  conduct.  At  this  time, 
those  who  complained  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Bache,  always  in- 
sisted that  he  had  exceeded  his  instructions.  The  object  in  shew- 
ing it  to  me  was  to  convince  me  that  he  had  not,  and  to  inform 
others  that  he  had  not.  I  accordingly  availed  myself  of  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  contents  of  the  letter  solVras  to  say,  that  f  knew  Mr. 
Bache  had  not  exceeded  his  instructions,  that  he  had  even  not  act- 
ed up  to  them.  On  Monday  morning  Maurice  and  Jol'ii  Wurtz 
called  on  me  and  told  me  that  from  the  conversation  with  me  on 
Saturday  evening,  they  presumed  I  had  seen  the  letter  and  wish- 
ed 1  would  make  a  memorandum  of  its  contents  whilst  it  was  fresh 
in  my  memory,  as  they  intended  to  call  on  me,  in  case  the  letter 
was  not  produced  at  the  contemplated  enquiry  next  winter,  to  give 
evidence  of  its  contents;  this  was  after  the  notices  came  down, 
and  the  Monday  atter.  I  replied  to  Mr.  Wurtz  that  >  should  not 
comply  with  their  request,  I  wished  it  to  be  understood  that  I  was 
the  friend  of  Mr.  Baclie,  and  that  whenever  I  was  called  upon  tt 
give  evidence  of  its  contents  I  should  then  state  them  to  the  best 
of  my  recollection  at  the  time  I  was  called  on.  That  1  never 
would  put  myself  in  a  situation  by  any  act  of  my  own  to  disclose 
its  contents;  and  if  they  had  understood  me  on  Saturday  evening 
that  I  had  seen  the  letter  they  had  misunderstood. 

Committee.  This  is  a  long  story  and  has  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

1  know  nothing  then  relative  to  Mr.  Bache,  until  we  had  «. 
meeting  between  Mr.  Jennings  and  Mr.  Bache.  Mr.  Bache  said 
he  had  uped  no  threat.  Mr. -/ennings  said  h<»  had-     Mr.  Jenning* 
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said,  that  Mr.  fiache  said  that  Mr.  Sergeant  was  very  energetic, 
and  that  lie  never  knew  him  so  much  so,  and  that  a  refusar  would 
endanger  his  commission.  To  the  first  part  Mr.  Bachc  assented, 
to  the  latter  he  said  he  had  n»eiely  used  it  by  the  way  of  advice. 
Mr.  Bache  never  stated  any  ground  but  the  letter  as  to  Mr.  Ser- 
geant's being  so  energetic.  I  never  saw  but  two  letters  from  Mr. 
Sergeant  to  Mr.  Bache  relative  to  Mr.  Fox  ;  this  is  one,  the  other 
was  written  after  the  commissions  had  come  down ;  I  do  not 
think  it  has  any  thing  to  do  about  this  business. 
Cross  examined. 

Mr.  Jennings  admitted  to  Mr.  Bache  that  he  had  delil)erated ; 
that  his  answer  was  to  Mr.  Bache,  1  will  go  and  see  Mr  Lisler, 
and  I  then  put  the  question  to  Mr.  Jennings  pointedly,  Then,  sir, 
you  must  have  at  that  time  been  deliberating*  on  the  subject  of  the 
proposal?  I  rather  think  Mi-.  Jennings  made  no  answer;  I  know 
he  did  not  contradict  it. 
In  chief. 

I  never  heard  Mr.  Jennings  express  his  approbation  of  the 
transaction,  I  have  heard  Mr.  Lisle  more  than  once  detail  his  con- 
tract with  Mr.  Smith,  and  his  subsequent  agreement  with  Mr. 
.Smith. 

I  had  heard  obloquy  heaped  on  Mr.  Bache,  I  had  known  him  for 
20  years,  knew  him  to  be  an  honorable  man,  and  was  confideit  he 
had  authority  for  what  he  did.     That  was  my  object  in  calling  on 
him. 
Cross  examined. 

Some  time  in  the  month  of  February  Mr.  Binns  called  on  me 
and  stated,  that  in  a  conversation  Avith  Mr.  Bache,  Mr.  Bache  had 
suggested  the  idea  ot  his  being  appointed  alderman,  that  it  had 
been  offered  to  him  some  time  before  and  declined,  that  there  had 
been  objections  to  his  appointment  before,  which  did  not  exist  now, 
that  he  was  not  considered  connected  with  the  state  administration, 
•was  no  longer  aid  to  the  governor,  had  not  the  printing  of  the  state, 
that  he  was  no  longer  a  bank  director,  and  that  for  his  services  he 
deserved  it.  The  committee  will  observe  that  this  is  what 
Mr.  Binns  stated  Mr.  Bache  said  to  him — Mr.  Binns  asked  me 
to  have  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Bache  on  the  subject,  1  felt  my- 
self in  aukward  predicament,  I  then  was  as  I  still  am,  the  per- 
sonal and  political  friend  of  Mr.  Binns,  that  T  was  opposed  to  it 
in  toto,  that  it  would  be  to  him  a  paltry  honor,  that  it  would  in- 
jure him  in  the  state,  and  if  I  mentioned  it  to  Mr.  Bache  it  would 
be  m/  duty  to  do  it  with  my  decided  expression  of  disapprobation, 
he  said  that  subject  had  been  mentioned  to  him  by  Mr.  Geyer. — 
In  the  evening  I  was  at  Mr.  Bache's  and  Mr.  Bache  received  a 
note  from  Mr.  Geyer. 

RandaWs  Statement. 

I  know  that  Mr.  Binns  has  an  unfavorable  opinion  of  Mr.  Bache 
and  Mr.  Sergeant.  As  to  Mr.  Sergeant  his  opinion  has  been  fo?m-» 
ed  since  he  went  to  Harrisbnrg. 


Friday i  March  12,  1819. 

J/r.  Wurtx. — There  was  some  evidence  stated  last  evening 
which  was  not  taken  down  in  writing;  I  wish  the  committee  to  al- 
low that  gentleman  to  give  his  statement  in  writing. 

Committee. — Not  allowed. 

Mr.  Wurtz. — I  wish  the  letter  Mr.  Randall  spoke  of  last 
erening. 

Committee. — Mr.  Randall  said  in  his  evidence  that  the  letter 
had  no  bearing  in  the  subject,  that  it  was  written  after  the  com- 
missions issued. 

FREDERICK  MONTMOLLEN,  sworn. 

I  had  a  slight   conversation  with  Mr.  Lisle,  talking  on  the  sub- 
ject of  auctioneers,  Mr.  Lisle  said  1  do  not  owe  my  appointment, 
to  public  patronage — I  paid  for  my  commission,  there  were  others 
present,  i  forgot  who  they  were — this  was  last  summer. 

Committee. — Was  it  in  joking .'' 

Answer. — Mr.  Lisle  alwa^'s  looks  so  pleasant,  he  spoke  in  a 
pleasant  manner. 

1  was  here  fourteen  months  ago,  there  Avcre  2  or  3  dozen  appli- 
cants, 1  was  one,  and  was  disappointed—!  never  heard  of  Samuel 
Fox  being  an  applicant.  This  was  before  dinner  at  a  meeting  for 
a  public  dinner  on  the  4th  of  July.  I  have  known  Mr.  Lisle  for 
SO  years,  he  was  always  a  pleasant  man,  and  is  a  man  of  excel- 
lent character.  I  dont  know  that  there  was  any  conversation 
about  auctioneers,  except  that  which  I  related.  Mr.  Lisle  might 
have  held  another  commission  than  that  of  auctioneer,  I  live  in 
the  countrv  and  do  not  know. 
JOHN  KROMBERGER,  sworn. 

I  know  Mr.  S.  Fox,  I  have  known  him  between  2  and  S  years, 
the  last  12  months  I  have  not  seen  him  often,  prior  to  that,  about 
4  or  5  months,  he  had  his  store  next  to  me — the  latter  part  of  the 
time  I  saw  him  several  times  that  I  thought  he  was  the  w  orse  for 
liquor — he  M'as  doing  the  business  he  had  to  do  there,  wliich  was 
the  loading  of  waggons — he  could  walk,  he  only  lived  4  months 
next  to  me,  he  was  always  fit  to  do  business,  I  never  saw  him  inca- 
pacitated to  do  business. 

I  know  nothing  of  his  general  character,  I  never  heard  any  con» 
versation  about  him,  I  never  heard  the  neighbours  speak  of  him— 
■we  were  always  friendly  and  are  to  this  day. 

I  never  saw  John  AVurtz  until  I  saw  him  iiere,  I  never  had  any 
conversation  about  this  business  with  Mr.  Wurtz.,  until  he  called 
on  me  to  say  I  must  arrange  my  business  to  come  to  Harrisburg. 
I  believe  Mr.  Wurtz  asked  me  if  I  was  acquainted  with  Mr.  Fox. 

Mr.  Wurtz  clones  the  testimony  on  part  of  the  prosecution. 
JOSEPH  BARNES,  sworn. 

Before  Mr.  Sergeant  was  appointed  secretary  of  the  common- 
wealth, and  when  it  was  supposed  he  Mould  not  accept  the  office, 
Mr.  Fox  was  advised  to  apply  for  the  office  of  auctioneer  for  his 
son  Samuel,  and  Mr.  Sergeant  engaged  then  to  support  the  ap- 
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pTIcation.     ACler  Mr.  Sergeant  had  agreed  to  accept  the  office.  (»f 
secretary,  he  ahsolutely   and  in  direct  terms  refused  to  support 
Mr.  Fox's  application.     The  consequence  was,  tliat  a  coldness  en- 
sued hetwecn  him  and  his  uncle,  all  social  intercourse  was  broken 
oft*  and  Mr.  Sergeant  never  went  to  his  uncle's  house.     It  was  de- 
termined notwithstanding  Mr.  Sergeant's  opposition  to  persevere 
in  the  application,  accordingly  the   application   was  made  to  the 
governor   with  strong  and   powerful  recommendations  that  were 
made  hv  captain  Jones,   W.   Anderson,  .Tonatlian  Roberts,  S.   D. 
Ingham,  and  others.     In  consequence  of  Mr  Sergeant's  refusal  to 
aid,  1  took  the  matter  up,  I  called  on  Mr.  Sergeant  and  pressed 
upon  him  the  obligations  he  owed  to  his  relation  E.  Fox,  and  per- 
sonal friends  Mr.  S.  Fox.     He  told  me  that  I  must  be  persuaded 
that  he   had  the  best  disposition  towards  his  uncle  Fox  and  he 
would  be  pleased <to  aid  him,  but  the  appointments  must  be  made 
not  out  of  regard  to  personal  friendships  but  political  services,  I 
then  pressed  upon  him  the  great  political  services  of  the  father 
and  brother,  and  urged  upon  him  that  added  to  S.  Fox,  none  stood 
higher.     He  then  said  that  he  had  heard  S.  Fox  was  intemperate, 
I  told  him  that  it  was  not  true,  that  Mr.  S.  Fox  had  never  been  ha- 
bitually intemperate — that  I  had  taken  much  pains  to  enquire,, 
and  that  I  had  not  been  able  to  learn  more  than  2  or  3  instances 
in  which  he  had  been  disguised  with  liquor ;  Mr.  Sergeant  then 
said  in  reply,  that  the  democratic  party  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
was  torn  by  divisions,  Mr.  Binn's  friends  on  the  one  hand,  and  Mr; 
Frick's  friends  on  the  other,  were  struggling  for  office,  and  ready 
to  denounce  the  governor  if  they  were  not  gratified  to  an  extent,- 
being  jealous  of  each  other's  interest,  and  that  certain  individuals- 
attached  to  Mr.  Binns  insisted  on  appointments,  that  every  office, 
hunter  was  emboldened  to   denounce  the  governor  from  the  cir^ 
cumstance  that  his  majority  had  been  so  small,  and  that  the  ap- 
pointments must  be  made  with  the  utmost  caution  and  considera- 
tion, and  that  he  did  not  expect  that  his  own  personal  friends  would 
encrease  the  perplexities  of  the  governor  by  pressing  their  own 
pretensions,  and  if  after  this  we   chose  to  persevere  in  favor  of 
Mr.  Fox,  we  must  make  our  application  direct  to  the  governor,  as 
he  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.     Understanding  from  a  gen- 
tleman son»e  time  in  the  holidays,  who  had  returned  from  Harris- 
burg,  should  in  anticipation  form  partnerships,  as  they  were  accus- 
tomed to  do  after  the  appointments,  I  called  on  Mr.  E.  Fox,  I  sta- 
ted to  him  the  report,  and  proposed  in  this  wav,  what  sav  you  to 
forming  a  partnership  with  some  of  them.     He  asked  me  to  name 
those  I  thought  most  likely   to  succeed,  he  named  Mr.  Wurts, 
Steele  and  Jennings,  as  the  most  likely  to  succeed;  Mr.  Fox  ob- 
jected to  these  gentlemen,  as  he  said  he  did  not  know  them.     He 
named  Mr.  Corry,  he  also  mentioned  Mr.  Robinson,  I  stated  to 
him  political  reasons  which  I  thought  would  exclude  those  gentle- 
men, and  I  told  him  there  was  one  man  whom  I  thought  his  pei^- 
sonal  character  would  carry  him  in  without  much  political  assist- 
ance.    He  told  me  he  thought  ho  wou^d  lorm  a  partnership  with 
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Mr.  Lisle,  and  he  would  set  about  doing  it  immediately.  The  next 
iaj,  I  think,  I  called  on  Mr.  Fox,  and  he  told  me  had  succeeded 
in  making  an  arrangement  with  JNIr.  Lisle.  He  told  me  his  son 
was  to  go  into  the  store  witli  Mr.  Lisle,  as  chief  clerk,  at  the  same 
salary  that  Mr.  Weir  at  that  time  ^ave  to  his  chief  clerk,  and 
stated  his  qualifications  for  the  station  in  the  same  manner  as  Mr. 
Lisle  has  stated  them.  At  that  time  I  did  not  know  what  the  chief 
elerk  of  Mr.  Weir  had — I  learnt  it  afterwards.  I  called  on  Mr. 
Sergeant  and  informed  him  of  this  arrangement,  and  begged  him 
to  support  Mr.  Lisle  for  the  office  of  auctioneer.  He  answered  me 
hj  saying,  that  if  the  governor  asked  him  his  opinion,  he  should  ad- 
vise him  to  appoint  those  whom  in  his  judgment  were  the  most 
acceptable  to  the  democratic  party — and  I  left  Mr  Sergeant  witli- 
out  having  obtained  from  him  any  assurance  that  he  would  support 
Mr.  Lisle.  After  this  Mr.  E.  Fox  wrote  a  letter  to  the  governor, 
tnentioning  that  he  withdrew  his  son's  claims  m  favor  of  Mi-.  Lisle. 
Mr.  Sergeant  left  Philadelphia  and  came  to  Harrisburg.  Reports 
were  in  Philadelphia  that  Mr.  Lisle  had  withdrawn  his  claims  in 
fevor  of  Mr.  Jennings.  I  called  on  Mr.  liisle,  he  said  they  were 
Q&true.  I  called  on  Mr.  Jennings,  he  was  not  at  home.  I  left 
vord  that  he  should  call  at  my  office.  He  did — (I  should 
add  that  I  supported  Jennings,  Steele  and  W^urtz) — I  told  Mr. 
Jennings  what  I  had  heard,  and  asked  him  if  it  was  true— He  said 
BO,  that  Mr.  Lisle  and  himself  were  both  to  seek  the  office  ;  if  he 
jRicceded  and  Mr.  Lisle  did  not,  that  Lisle  would  be  his  partner. 
But  if  Lisle  succeeded  and  he  did  not,  Lisle  would  not  take  him 
as  a  partner.  He  said  this  was  to  be  a  very  profound  secret,  and 
Pegged  me  not  to  mention  it.  Mr.  Fox  was  soon  after  the  holida)  s 
talcen  very  dangerously  ill — he  was  confined  to  his  bed.  Mrs.  Fox 
said  that  the  unkindness  of  Mr.  Sergeant  had  increased  his  disease 
--that  he  was  always  fretting  about  it.  I  advised  Mr.  E.  Fox  to 
write  a  letter  to  Mr.  Sergeant,  and  make  a  strong  appeal  to  his 
feelings  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Fox  wrote  the  letter  in  his  bed,  I 
read  it  and  told  Mr.  Fox  to  make  his  heart  easy,  Mr.  Sergeant 
could  not  withstand  it ;  and  in  return  the  letter  was  written  to  Mr. 
Bache.  A  copy  of  Mr.  Fox's  Fetter  was  not  kept  by  him.  Short- 
ly after  this  letter  was  written  Mr.  John  Fox  came  on  to  Harris- 
fturgh,  with  respect  to  his  conversations  with  me  I  will  leave  him 
to  detail.  I  have  heard  Mr.  Lisle's  testimony,  and  the  statement 
he  gave  before  the  committee  is  precisely  what  passed  between  us. 

I  was  abroad  at  the  time  the  notifications  came  to  Philadelphia, 
and  after  I  returned,  some  one  of  my  political  friends  came  tome  in 
great  alarm,  stating  the  ferment  about  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Lisle, 
stating  that  it  was  reported  that  Mr.  Wurtz  had  been  struck  off  the 
list  and  Mr.  Lisle  put  in,  althou(^h  Lisle  did  not  want  it,  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  giving  to  Mr.  S.  Fox,  a  sinecure  of  2000  dollars  a  year,  for 
tbe  purpose  of  getting  the  appointment,  and  that  Mr  Bache  had 
joined  in  the  clamor.  I  went  to  Mr.  Bachc's  and  said,  so,  sir,  I  un* 
deratsndyou  have  been  denouncing   the  secretary  of  the  commor.^ 
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bicn  denounced  at  the  hob  and  they  are  all  up  in  aims  against  him. 
I  asked  hitn  iflic  had  not  sense  enough  to  perceive  that  the  mere 
niaiierol  the  Wurtt' could  not  of  itself,  have  excited  this  ferment, 
that  I  knew  the  matter  throughout,  and  that  Mr.  Sergeant  could 
not  be  put  down,  that  it  would  bear  a  public  invesliKalion,  and  that 
there  would  be  a  reaction,  that  would  make  those  feel,  who  com* 
nienccd  the  clamor.  I  then  went  into  a  detailed  account  to  Mr.' 
iiachc,  of  what  Mr.  Lisle  has  stated  here,  I  gave  Mr.  Bachc  iho 
statement  I  have  now  given  to  you— I  told  him  what  I  learnt  froitk 
ilr.  Fox;  I  also  staled  that  Mr.  Sergeant  persevered  for  Mr. 
VVuriz  to  the  last,  and  that  the  appointment  of  Lisle  was  produced 
from  other  quarters,  and  Mr.  Bache's  opinion  changed  fiom  that 
time.  Mr.  Bachc  was  of  opinion  that  Mr.  FindJay's  administraiioil 
could  not  last,  and  when  I  said  to  him,  that  as  far  as  I  could  pr^* 
vent  it,  I  would  neither  suffer  personal  malignity  to  destroy  the  par- 
ly—he said  all  you  could  do  is  to  fall  on  Mr.  Sergeant.  His  most 
intimate  political  friends  were  Randalls,  Jennings,  Wurtz,  Binns. 
Fie  told  me  he  knew  nothing  but  what  he  received  from  the  letter. 
It  was  reported  there  that  he  had  been  going  about  huckstering  the 
office.  He  would  not  let  me  read  the  letter,  but  he  read  to  me  tho 
objectionable  pans.  My  answer  was  that  he  had  no  authority  by' 
that  letter  to  use  it  in  the  way  it  was  reported  he  had,  and  that  it 
was  private  and  confidential.  I  am  not  intimately  acquainted  with 
Mr.  S.  Foil,  but  have  known  him  for  many  years— always  heard  ha 
was  a  democrat — met  him  at  democratic  meetings— knew  he  was 
active  for  Mr.  Findlay.  Did  not  suppose  of  himself  he  was  entitled 
to  a  commission,  but  knew  nobody  who  could  come  forward  with 
stronger  family  claims.  1  did  hear  it  said  thai  he  had  been  very 
intemperate — that  he  had  been  a  drunken  blackguard  about  the 
btreetb — 1  enquired  and  found  it  was  not  so. 
Cross  Examined. 
Perhaps  I  was  wrong  when  I  said  objectionable  parts  of  the  lettei^. 
The  part  was  this:  "lam  determined  to  have  the  thing  effected 
before  the  commissions  are  made  out"  •«  I  will  certainly  get  Lisle 
appointed  or  some  one  that  will"  he  did  not  read  that  part  which 
qualifies  and  explains  the  meaning  He  read  this  "  I  will  have 
things  delayed  in  the  mean  while"  he  stipt  on  but  did  not  read  the 
whole  letter.  Mr.  Bache  told  me  what  communication  passed  be- 
tween him  and  Jennings,  and  him  and  Wurtz,  precisely  in  the  man- 
oer  he  stated  it  here.  Why  1  think  S.  Fox  had  not  equal  claimSi 
he  was  not  a  forward,  active  politician,  nor  of  business,  he  had  not 
tiie  active  commercial  connexions  that  others  had,  was  not  a 
man  of  such  respectable  standing  as  Messrs.  Steel  and  Jennings, 
and  of  such  high  standing  as  Mr.  Lisle.  1  understood  at  first  Mr. 
Fox  was  to  be  a  partner— Mr.  Lisle  as  to  clerk—some  few 
alteraiions  were  made— I  think  the  agreement  was  drawn  by  Mr. 
E.  Fox — am  not  sure  it  was  not  drawn  by  me*— but  I  am  sure 
•His  is  the  copy  except  as  to  a  few  words. 
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.   i  do  not  know  who  recommended  me  for  judge — This  1  w  ill  say 
you  may  have  it  it'  you  please. 

John   Wurta.     1  dont  think  there  is  any  probability  of  my  having 

it. 

A.  SHOEMAKER,  affirmed. 
Shoitly  alter  this  noise  about  granting  a  commission  to  Mr, 
Lisle,  I  called  upon  Judge  Barnes,  and  stated  to  him  that  I  had 
heard,  from  two  or  three  ditVcicnt  quarters  that  Mr.  Bache  had 
made  use  of  expressions  which  I  thought  were  vciy  indiscreet, 
and  which  I  thought  would  turn  to  his  disadvantage,  I  believe 
1  mentioned  to  Mr.  Barnes  the  expressions  and  desired  him 
to  speak  to  Mr.  Bache  on  the  subject.  I  felt  and  have  long 
felt  a  strong  personal  interest  in  the  welfare  of  Mr.  Bache,  I  have 
known  him  all  his  life,  and  I  felt  some  degree  of  moriihcdiion,  that 
he  had  committed  himself.  From  the  first  esta"blishment  of  his 
press  I  anticipated  a  conflict  betv.cen  him  and  Mr.  Binns,  I  thought 
that  every  circum.stance  of  this  sort  would  be  laid  hole  of  to  injure 
iNIr.  Bache.  Mr.  Barnes  called  on  Mr.  Bache — I  was  not  at  first  ac- 
quainted with  this  transaction,  my  opinion  at  first  was  rather  unfa- 
vorable, but  I  knew  the  integrity  of  the  secretaiy  and  was  willing 
to  wait  until  !  heard  the  whole  subject.  After  this  1  called  on  Mr. 
Bache.  Shortly  after  the  inauguiation  of  Mr.  Eindlay,  I  was  at 
Mr.  Edward  Foxe's  at  Chesnut  street,  when  he  shewed  me  the  let- 
ter soliciting  the  office  of  auctioneer  for  his  son  Samuel.  Mr.  Fox 
asked  me  what  I  thought  of  it.  He  asked  whether  I  could  aid  it  in 
any  way,  I  sat  down  and  wrote  a  letter  to  a  member  of  congress  re- 
questing him  to  use  his  good  offices  for  Mr.  Samuel  Fox  and  recom- 
mend him  to  the  governor — 1  think  it  was  a  day  or  two  alter  the 
receiving  the  notices  of  the  auction  appointments  1  was  passing  by 
the  residence  of  Mr.  Lisle  in  Market  direct,  Mr.  Lisle  invited  me 

in he  said  he  wished  to  say  a  word  to  me  on  the  subject,  I  had 

been  there  but  a  short  time  when  Mr.  John  Wunz  came  in.  John 
Wurtz  stated  he  came  to  appiise  Mr.  Lisle  of  their  intention  to 
bring  the  matter  before  the  legislature  next  winter.  I  can  corro- 
borate Mr.  Lisle's  statement  as  to  what  passed  then,  except  that  my 
recollection  does  not  serve  me  as  to  any  imputation  being  cast  on 
the  governor.  I  was  apprehensive  of  some  altercation  as  the  par- 
lies did  nut  appear  to  be  in  a  good  humour  and  wished  to  withdraw; 
Mr.  Lisle  askedmcto  stay  and  I  did.  Mr.  John  Wurtz  cast  some 
imputations  against  the  character  of  Mr.  Samuel  Fox,  I  think  i 
lold  him  I  was  a  fi  icnd  of  the  family  and  those  things  did  not  sound 
well  in  my  ear,  I  asked  him  if  he  knew  them,  he  said  he  did  not 
of  his  own  knowledge  but  he  believed  them. 
Cross  Examined. 
I  do  not  recollect  saying  there  was  some  foundation  for  the  reports 
against  Samuel  Fox  but  there  arc  none  now.  I  do  not  know  that 
there  ever  was  any  foundation  for  these  reports,  1  have  known  Mr. 
Fox  between  22  and  23  years,  I  have  heard  of  particular  instances 
2  or  3— as  to  his  general  character  I  never  have  hcfirdany  impula- 
iioi}fi  against  him. 
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I<i  ihc  first  place  Mr.  Wurtz  gave  Mr.  Lisle  notice  that  he  in-  ' 
tended  lo  l)iinc:the  matter  before  the  legislature,  I  »vont  pretend  to 
'jse  tlic  piniiculiir  words  of  Mr.  Lisle,  the  impression  m^de  in  my 
•nind  was  if  Mr.  Lisle  had  I'-lincjuished  the  commission  Mr.  Wurtz 
vould  not  biing  the  niaite  r  before  the  legislature.  I  do  not  recollect 
ills  s'jyint^  that  Mr.  Wuiis  must  relinquish  in  favour  of  hisbrother. 
Mr.  Tox  mairicd  the  dauj^hter  of  Gen.  Moylan  a   revolutionary  of- 

":er  of  the    first  respectability  in  Philadelphia,    has  five  children. 

,vcr  since  I  have  known   Mr.  Samuel  Fox  he  has  been  a  decided 
republican. 

JOHN  FOX,  sworn. 

Id  liie  transactions  which  gave  rise  to  this  enquiry  I  have  borne 
I  considerable  share,  immediately  after  the  election  of  {governor 
I  indlay  and  before  his  inauguration,  Sei  gt.  had  been  a  most  personal 
>iid  political  fi  lend  of  mine  from  my  earliest  days  up,  he  informed 
mc,  tliat  the  f^overnor  wished  him  to  be  secretaiy  of  the  common- 
wealth and  that  he  had  declined  acceding  to  the  wishes  of  the  go- 
veinor.  The  di^y  bfier  this,  I  spoke  to  him  to  assist  us  in  obtain- 
ing the  commission  of  auctioneer  for  my  brother  Samuel  Fox, 
'u;  then  told  nie  that  the  office  of  auctioneer  was  eagerly  sought 
iUer  by  K)  or  50  applicants,  among  these  the  most  active  and  in- 
flucniiul  men  of  the  democratic  party  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
be  therefore  doubted  the  success  of  our  application  and  advised  that 
xve  should  give  up  all  idea  as  to  that  office  and  think  of  another.  I 
told  him  that  my  bi other  was  considered  belter  calculated  lor  this 
th;in  for  any  other  cflkc,  and  we  must  take  our  chance  for  it. 

He  then  promisetl  to  give  me  every  aid  he  could.  I  then  went 
to  Do>lcstown,  and  hcaul  fiom  Judge  Franks  that  Mr.  Sergeant  had 
agreed  to  accept  of  the  oflice  of  Secretary.  Some  letters  of  re- 
commendation for  my  brother  were  procured  and  forwarded  to  the 
(Jovernor  immediately  after  his  inauguration.  I  wioteto  the  Gov- 
ernor myself  on  the  subject.  I  learnt  some  short  time  after  thi? 
that  Mr.  Sergeant  had  utterly  refused  lo  have  any  thing  to  do  with 
our  application.  I  knew  that  in  consequence  of  his  knowlege  of 
this  applic?.tion  on  the  part  of  my  brother,  £c  a  determination  not  lo 
have  uny  thing  to  do  with  it,  he  never  entered  the  doors  of  my 
futnei's  house,  from  very  shortly  after  the  lime  that  he  agreed  to 
accept  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealch  (as  I  believe) 
uniil  aiier  Mr  Lisle  was  appointed.  It  will  be  necessary  here  to 
remark,  that  theretofore  Mr  Sergeant  had  been  iu  the  habit  of  the 
strictest  iniimacy  with  my  brother's  family — for  twenty  years  at 
least.  The  consequence  was  the  greatest  co  jlness  on  the  part  of 
my  father,  and  the  whole  of  my  family — not  perhaps  from  his  re- 
fusal to  aid,  but  Irom  his  change  of  manner.  I  wrote  shortly  after 
this  to  MrSetgeant  ;  I  reminded  him  of  his  promise  to  me  to  sup- 
port our  application  ;  I  told  him  that  it  was  understood  that  he  was 
the  active  and  decided  friend  of  Jennings,  Steele  and  Wurts  ;  1 
told  him  that  the  Governor  would  naturally  think  much  of  his  re- 
commendation for  officers  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia — that  if  he 
should  recommend  others,  the    consequence   would   be,  that  he 
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would  interfere  whh  our  application,  and  requested  him  not  to  in- 
terfere at  all — that  as  lie  thought  he  could  not  interfere  under  any 
circunnstanccs  to  forvvaid  our  application  I  ihouphc  that  he  ought 
not  to  do  any  actio  pievcnt  our  success— th  it  his  bein^  Secretary 
of  the  Commonwealth  was  not  a  good  reason  why  we  ou^ht  not  to 
succeed.  To  this  letter  I  did  not  receive  .m  ai.swcr,  nor  did  I  hear 
from  Ml.  Serjjeant  directly  or  indirectly  on  the  subject.  With  the 
arrangement  between  my  brother  and  Mr.  Lisle  1  was  altogether 
unacquainted,  until  I  was  informed  of  it  by  n,j  friend  Judge  Barnes 
at  Doylpsiown. 

Some  lime  after  this  I  learned  thai  ^ir.  Lisle  was  not  likely  to  be 
app)inted  auctioneer.  Tb.is  ptobib'.y  mus  hn-e  been  in  the  he- 
ginning  of  March  The  !i;..';.oa  given  w^  ,  tha  an  unfounded  state- 
ment had  been  made  lo  the  Governor  by  Mr.  Jennings,  that  'Ir. 
Lisle  had  wi'Jd  I'v-.  ins  application  in  favor  of  N?r  Jennings,  Mr. 
Lisle  to  bo  Vlr.  Jennings'  i^arlner.  1  heard  this  from  my  father  and 
Judge  Barnes.  I  received  a  letter  from  my  father  requesting  me 
to  go  to  Harrisburgh.  1  took  Philadelphia  in  my  way~my  father 
was  ill.  On  coming  to  Philadelphia  I  consulted  with  judge  Barnes, 
and  arranged  my  plans  of  operation  with.hin'.  My  deter'V.iniiion 
was,  thjt  when  I  a!  lived  at  Ilarrisburgh,  if  I  siiould  find  that  Mr. 
Jeniilngs  hid  deceived  the  Governo!,  I  would  use  every  nerve  to 
put  Jo'ia  Jennings  out.  is.kJ  put  John  Lisle  in. 

Mr.  Barnes  and  further  agreed,  that  Mr.  Sergeant  should  If 
kept  in  ignorance  of  '■•■y  intention  to  attack  John  Jennings,  be- 
cause we  both  knC'A  nis  personal  and  political  friendship  lor  liim. 
I  had  neitiier,  '  did  not  know  him.  I  did  not  see  Lisle  in  Phila- 
deliihia,  but  1  had  hisautliority  both  from  Barnes  and  my  father, 
to  state  to  the  governor  that  he  had  never  made  any  such  terms 
•with  Jennings,  in  the  terms  I  have  above  started.  I  accordinglr 
startedfor  Harrisburg  the  next  morning,  and  arrived  hero  to  the 
best  of  my  recollection  about  the  l6th  of  March.  My  feelings 
on  this  occasion  were  such  that  I  had  some  doubts  whether  1 
would  go  to  see  Mr.  Sergeant.  Rut  (hat  was  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, our  long  intimacy  and  strict  friendship  prevented  that.  Be- 
sides, he  lodged  at  Mr.  Harris's,  a  relation.  1  went  there.  Mr. 
Sergeant  asked  me  what  brouglit  me  to  Harrisburg;  I  told  him 
to  get  John  Lisle  appointed  auctioneer.  After  some  conversation 
he  told  me  that  he  liad  written  to  Mr.  Bache,  requesting  him  to 
endeavour  to  effect  between  Messrs.  Jennings,  or  Sieeie,  and  1 
think,  but  am  liot  sure.  Messrs.  Taylor  or  Wurtz,  the  same  ar- 
rana;emt'ut  that  existed  between  Mr.  Lisle  and  my  brother.  This, 
was  whollv  new  to  me.  :  never  knew  belore  that  Mr.  Sergeant 
had  interfered  directly  or  indirect!  \  )ne  way  or  other.  Mr.  Ser- 
geant then  said  Jennings  or  Steele  wouhl  do  a  thing  of  thife 
sort  to  oblige  me  at  any  time.  Me  asked  nic  if  I  had  seen  the 
governor.  1  said  I  had  not.  He  t(dd  me  togo  and  he  would  tell 
mc  all  al)0ut  it.  I  staitl  at  Mr.  Harris's,  &  remained  there  the 
time  I  was  in  Harrisburgh.  i  will  here  mention,  that  1  did  no( 
inform  Mr.  Sergeant  of  my  intention  of  attacking  Mr.  Jennitigp^ 
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I  w ent  to  the  governor  Ji<;.\t  morning,  I  found  him  borne  ^own  bjr 
applicants  lor  office:  after  being  there  soiuc  short  time  jrot  up 
to  come  away,  the  governor  accompanied  nie  to  the  door,  lie  Jt^ked 
rae  the  cause  of  my  vi-^it  to  Harrisburgh,  «  told  him  it  was  t';  >b- 
tain  for  Mr.  Lisle  the  appointment  of  an  auctioneer.  told  him 
the  inducement  .  !:ad  to  wish  it,  viz.  the  arrangement  between  my 
brother  and  Mr  J. isle,  to  which  the  governor  said  >  .  had  already 
been  informed.  The  governor  told  inc  that  he  had  determined  in 
the  appointment  of  auctioneers  to  inclyde  my  brother, .  then  learn- 
ed from  the  governor  that  Mr.  Jennings  had  either  designedly  or 
undesignedly,  impressed  him  with  a  belief  that  Mr.  Lisle  h;ul  with- 
drawn his  claims  ami  agreed  to  go  into  partnership  with  Mr.  Jen- 
nings ;  I  told  him  that  \  was  autliorised  to  say  this  was  totally  un- 
founded, that  Mr.  l-isle  had  never  agreed  to  withdraw  his  appli- 
cation. 1  then  told  the  governor  what  was  the  real  agreement  be- 
tween Mr.  Lisle  and  Mr.  Jennings,  as  !  was  authorised  to  state  it. 
This  agreement  was  the  same  as  that  mentioned  by  Mr.  Lisle  be- 
fore the  committee,  •  so  stated  it  to  the  governor.  The  governor 
told  me  must  wait,  that  Mr.  Sergeant  had  written  a  letter  to 
Mr.  J?ache,  in  order  to  effect  an  arrangement  between  Mr.  Jen 
nings  and  my  brother  (•  am  not  sure  that  he  mentioned  any  other 
name)  such  as  existed  between  my  brother  and  Mr.  Lisle,  the 
governor  told  me  !  must  wait.  He  asked  me  if  I  had  seen  Mr, 
Sergeant,  I  said  1  boarded  with  him  in  the  same  house,  he  then 
referred  me  to  him  for  further  conversation.  The  information  T 
thus  obtained  had  opened  new  ground,  I  was  desirous  to  ascertain 
the  state  of  the  diflierent  applicants,  whether  the  governor  had 
made  up  his  mind  as  to  the  applicants  as  we  had  heard  in  Phila- 
delphia and  which  was  generally  believed.  I  asked  Mr.  Sergeant, 
telling  him  that  the  Governor  had  referred  me  to  him  to  ascertain 
about  the  appointments.  He  said  Messrs.  Jennings,  Steel  &"VVurts, 
would  ba  appointed  and  Mr.  Taylor,  who  was  the  only  one  who 
had  a  positive  promise  on  the  subject.  I  requested  him  to  go  to 
the  Governor,  to  ascertain  the  business,  and  if  the  Governor  would 
permit  him  to  get  leave  to  communicate  it  to  me.  He  went,  the 
day  but  one  after  my  arrival,  on  his  return  he  said  to  me,  now  to 
shew  you  how  little'l  knew  what  has  been  going  on  about  these 
auctioneers,  I  have  all  along  though.t  Wurts' would  be  appr)intcd. 
now  1  find  he  will  not.  He  appeared  to  be  cha2:iincd  and  moi 'li- 
fted, I  think  I  then  asl«ed  him  how  the  business  did  stand — he  was 
unable  to  tell  me.  and  said  it  was  altogether  uncertain  until  the 
commissions  should  issue.  The  next'day  or  that  evening  afte-- 
this  conversation,  he  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bache,  it  was  ol 
two  or  three  lines  at  most. 

Mr.  Jf7irfs.—\  object  to  contents  oflctters  being  proven  until 
the  nonexistence  of  it  be  shown. 

Mr.  Sergeant. — I  was  here  at  lodgings,  I  had  no  convenience  to 
preserve  letters. 

The  contents  of  the  letter  was  suiistantially  the?e  "  Jennings 
and  Steel  decline  the  propositions  1  have  made  them,  I  have  nci- 
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tluM-  seen  Wuits  nor  Taylor."  AVhcthei-  it  was  before  or  after 
tliis  conversation,  but  it  uas  about  this  time,  Mr.  Sergeant  inform- 
ed me  that  Mr.  Wurts  had  been  there  that  he  informed  him  he  vas 
in  danger  and  he  advised  him  to  strengthen  himself^ in  every  v.av 
he  could.  AVhen  this  letter  was  received  Mr.  Sergeant  shewed  it 
to  me  immediately,  ho  handed  it  to  me,  he  said  I  have  done,  I  have 
endeavored  to  do  somethinc;  and  will  do  no  more,  lie  either  told 
■inc  to  take  the  letter  to  the  Governor  or  inform  him  of  the  contents, 
1  do  not  recollect  whether  I  took  the  letter  or  informed  the  Go- 
vernor, but  of  tliis  I  am  certain  that  T  did  communicate  to  the  Go- 
vernor its  contents.  1  now  thought  i  was  at  liberty  to  speak  to 
the  covcrnor,  and  1  placed  before  him  in  as  strong  a  light  as  I 
could,  the  conduct  of  Jennings  towards  Lisle — and  1  pressed  up- 
on him  as  sti-ongly  as  1  tould  this  idea,  that  if  Mr.  Jennings 
•lad  deprived  Mr.  Lisle  by  an  unfounded  statement,  of  a  fair  con- 
sideration of  his,  Mr.  liisle's  claim,  and  if  without  that  state- 
ment the  governor  would  h:ive  ajipointed  Mr.  liisle,  whether  it 
would  not  be  bare  justice  to  Mr.  Lisle,  to  rostoie  him  to  the  situ- 
ation in  which  I'.e  was  before  this  statement  had  been  made.  The 
governor  told  me.  that  it  it  b.ad  not  been  for  tl\is  statement  he  ne- 
ver should  have  lost  si;;bt  of  Mr.  Lisle,  that  .Mr.  Jennings  had  de- 
ceived him  in  this  niattei-,  and  he  would  not  appoint  him,  but  ap- 
point Mr.  Lisle  in  his  place.  1  now  thought  the  business  was 
done — 1  v.ent  to  tVr.  Harris's,  and  told  .lir.  Sergeant  what  had 
taken  place — that  Mr.  liisle  would  be  appointed  in  j)lace  of  Mr. 
.iennings,  he  saiil  no  be  would  not — be  said  that  Mr,  Jennings  had 
a  sort  ol  prouiiso  and  he  niu^t  be  ai)pointed.  (or  woids  to  tiiat  ef- 
fect)— I  got  aiigiy,  1  told  him  he  luid  no  business  to  intcifere,  that 
as  he  would  not  interfere  to  do  any  tliing  torus  at  least  to  remain 
neutral.  lie  strongly  insisted  on  my  giving  this  matter  up  and 
to  go  home — I  told  him  1  v.ould  not,  that  I  was  determined  to  see 
it  out.  He  pressed  me  much  to  give  it  up,  the  conversation  was 
a  long  one,  he  went  to  see  the  governor,  and  the  next  tin.e  1  weiit 
I  saw  the  elTect  of  Mr.  Sergeant's  representations.  The  governor 
said  that  Mr.  Sergeant  said  there  must  besi.m?  mistake  in  this  mat- 
ter, that  Lisle  was  wronged,  and  1  begged  the  governor  to 
consider  tl'.at  it  was  no  consequence  whetb.er  Mr.  Jennings  had 
designedly  or  undesigniMJly  niisrepro-ciited  this  matter,  that  Mr. 
Lisle  ought  not  to  suilei-  lor  even  the  mistakes  of  Mr.  Jennings.  I 
found  that  with  Mr.  Sergeant  it  was  a  iavorite  idea  tb.at  Jenning.-} 
was  to  have  tlie  connnission  and  Lisle  be  his  ])artner,  aiid  up  to 
tliis  period  he  continually  resisted  everything  that  would  inter- 
fere with  this  arrangement.  It  was  ij\  tliis  conversation  that  I  learnt 
from  the  governor  that  he  left  Mr.  AVr.itz  wholly  i>ut  of  view. 

J.  Wur\x.  Objects  that  testimony  .should  be  given  a.s  to  tl:e  gov- 
ernor having  determined  not  to  app(tint  Wiirti. 

J^r.  Fox.  Ill  the  course  of  conversation  with  the  governor  I 
found  it  was  not  necessary  to  succeed  to  put  Mr.  J.  oiitof  t!ie  way.  I 
tlierefoie  abandoned  that  ground.  The  governor  one  morning  sent 
lor  me  and  lold  nieh^  contemplated  giving  tjie  commi«.<ion  to  my 


brotlier.     i  (ulii  Inm  that  uas  niot  my  object,  I  was  bound  m  honor 
toohtiiin  tiie  conuuission  for  M)  Lisle  if  p  acticable,  but,  tli.it  if  in- 
«lependentlv  <»f  that  statement  he  would  not  have  appointed   »lr. 
Lisle,  he  would  then  ask  it  for  his  brother.  The  governor  told  me 
he  would  consider  of  it      1  then  went  to  see     ir.  .Sergeant,  I  then 
put  it  to  him  whether  John  Lisle  was  not  in  every  respect  equal, 
if  not  superior  to  any   of  the  applicants  for  the  olfices,  and  asked 
him  to  give  his  opinion  lo  <he  governor  on  that  subject      >lr    Ser- 
geant knew  at  this  time  that  I  could  obtain  the  commission  for  my 
brother      He  told  mc  be  would  do  so  ;  the  day  before  the  legisla- 
ture adjourned  lust  year.  I  went  to  the  governor — I  was  there  the 
greater  part  of  the  day,  the  governor  much  engaged,  I  was  in  the 
parlour,  and  in  the  evening  the  governor  sentfor  me,  the  governor 
said  these  appointments  must  be  made    to  night,  and    asked  me 
whether  I  had  any  thing  to  say,  I  told  him  my  desire  was,  first  that 
Mr.  Lisle  should  be  appointed.     If,  howevoi,  that  were  not  prac- 
ticable, I  prayed  him  to  give  the  commission    to   my  brother    The 
governor  said  well,  Wr.  Sergeant  what  do  you  say — V»r   Sera^?ant 
answered,  it  is  for  you  to  make  the  appointments    not   me.     The 
goveinoi  told  me  lo  go  and  letum  about  10  o'clock,  I  did — and  re- 
turned at  10  O'clock — when  I  came  into  the  room,  either  the  gov- 
ernor or  Mr.  Sergeant  said,  the  appointments  arc  made,  Mr.  Lisle 
!•*  one.     Whilst  [  was  theie  Mr    Sergeant  was  occupied  in  filling 
up  or  writing  notices.     At  the  governor's,    Mr.  Sergeant  said  he 
wished    me  to  take  the  notices  to  Philadelphia   with  me  in  the 
morning,  he  did  not  deliver  them  to  me  then,  but  afterwards  when 
i  went  with  him  to  Mr.  Harris'.     He  asked  me  to  assist  him   in 
•jtMuparing  them  ;  I  think  I  did  so.      He  folded  up  the  letters  sev- 
erally, sealed  them,  wrapped  tliem  in  a  half  sheet  of  letter  paper 
in  the  form  of  a  packet,  and  sealed  it — he  wrote  on  the  back  of  the 
envelope,  Mr.  John  Fox  will  please  t;)  fake  Ihose  letters  with  him 
to  Philadelphia,  and  drop  thent  in  the  post  ofiice.   He  then  handed 

me  the  packets,  which  I  put  into  my  pocket  and  went  to  bed it 

"was  about  one  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

There  was  nothings  said  by  Mr.  Sergeant  to  me  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  expressly  or  impliedly,  by  inuendo  or  in  any  olherwise, 
that  I  should  act  othcivvise  with  the  lelterb  than  as  instructed  by 
the  endorsement  on  the  envelope.  1  Rot  up  early  in  the  morning 
and  started  in  the  first  stage  that  left  lianisburg  for  Philadelphia, 
that  was  the  day  the  Icpjislature  rose  last  winter.  When  I  got  to 
Lancaster  I  discovered  the  envelope  was  cut  in  pieces,  I  thought 
noihint;  of  it,  I  considered  it  ot  no  importance.  The  next  day  I 
went  to  Phihdelphid  with  Mr.  Morgan,  Wynkoopand 
ue  did  not  arrive  in  Philadel|)hia  until  after  f«ir;ht,  it  was  dark  when 
we  went  over  the  Schuylkill  bridge,  they  held  a  laathorn  as  we  got 
out  of  the  stage — I  wcni  from  the  stage  oflice  directly  lo  my  fathers^ 
I  knew  that  no  letter  put  into  the  post  office  that  evening  would  be 
delivered  till  the  next  morning.  I  told  rny  f.iiher  what  had  been 
done,  and  he  instantly  wrote  a  note  to  Mr.  Lisle  to  come  down, 
^ome  short  time  after,  l  cant  j^ny,  it  may  have  been  half  an  hour  or 
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:wa  hours,  Mr.  Lisle  came  in,  my  father  took  the  letter  addressed 
to  Mr.  Lisle  and  delivered  it  lohim,  it  was  laying  on  the  table  where 
I  placed  it.  Mr.  Lisle  broke  the  letter  open,  seemed  to  be  much 
pleased  and  instantly  jumped  up  and  said  he  must  see  his  biolher- 
in-law.  He  did  not  stay  five  minutes  I  think  there  was  not  a  word 
said  of  any  arrangement  that  existed  between  my  brother  and  him 
1  um  satisfied  that  there  was  not  a  word  said  on  the  subject.  I  do 
not  speak  positively,  but  I  laiher  think  that  before  this  letter  was 
delivered  to  Mr.  IJsle  I  had  sent  or  taken  the  others  to  the  post 
office,  of  this  I  do  not  speak  with  certainty,  my  recollection  is  im- 
perfect on  the  .subject,  but  certainly  they  were  put  into  the  post 
office  that  evening  before  ten  o'clock  at  any  rate.  Here  I  think 
it  right  to  say  that  I  considered  the  taking. 

There  was  nothing  said  by  Mr.  Sergeant  on  the  subject  either 
one  way  or  another,  I  was  at  perfect  liberty  to  speak  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

I  never  heard  of  my  brother's  being  any  thing  but  a  democrat 
before  I  heard  it  here.  I  rather  think  the  first  I  heard  of  the  clam- 
our was  from  Judge  Barns,  he  said  that  Vurtz  was  said  to  be  exclu- 
ded for  Lisle~-I  related  to  him  what  I  have  staled  here,  he  said  1  had 
better  go  to  Philadelphia — I  went  to  Mr.  Shoemaker  he  said  they 
were  abusing  Mr  Sergeant,  he  mentioned  Mr.  Jennings  particularly 
and  Mr.  Bache,  I  told  him  then  that  Mr.  J.  owed  a  great  tleal  to  Mr. 
S.  in  this  matter.  He  told  me  that  Mr.  Sergeant  had  been  denoun- 
ced at  the  Hub.  I  told  him  Mr.  Sergeant  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  business  that  I  had  eflected  it  by  shewing  the  governor  the 
truth,  that  I  did  not  care  a  farthing  for  the  clamour  and  they  might 
denounce  me  too— that  Mr.  S.  had  done  nothing  lo  assist  me,  1  had 
(lone  it  all— that  he  might  tell  them  so,  that  what  was  done  ought 
to  fall  on  my  shoulders  and  not  on  his.  I  all  along  stated  this 
matter  was  minci  and  all  the  responsibility  ought  to  fall  on 
me. 

Cross  Examined. 

I  understood  both  from  the  governor  and  Mr.  Sergeant  that  it  was 
a  private  arrangement  lo  prevent  any  person  being  excluded.  Mr. 
Sergeant  was  extraoidinarily  attached  lo  Mr.  Jennings  and  seemed 
to  think  that  he  or  Mr.  Steel  would  come  into  the  arrangement. 
As  to  what  Mr.  Sergeant  said  about  the  promise  of  the  governor, 
the  idea  intended  to  be  conveyed  was,  that  Jennings  had  a  promisp 
from  ihc  governor. 

He  gave  no  other  reasons  than  what  I  have  mentioned  as  to  in- 
terfering for  Jennings. 

The  governor  told  me  he  had  made  up  his  mind  as  to  six  but  not 
the  seventh,  and  it  vtas  not  necessary  to  put  any  person  out  of  the 
way  to  make  room  for  Mr.  Lisle — he  told  me  who  the  six  were. 

He  said  Mr.  Sergeant  had  interfered  for  Mr.  Jennings,  he  told 
me  what  Mr.  Sergeant  had  said  which  induced    him  lo    pause   on 
that  subject,  and  as  I  believe  caused  him  lo  alter  his  mind. 
Cross  Examined. 

The  governor  did  not  expressly  tell  me  that  Mr.  Sergeant  had 
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wriUcu  UiaL  lellcruiili  liis  knowledge,  nor  did  iic  say  he  had  seen 
the  letter,  but  he  told  me  the  substantial  contents  of  the  letter  and 
said  I  musi  wait  until  an  answer  to  the  letter  has  been  received  . 

On  the  evening  before  my  departure,  when  I  left  the  govemor, 
I  think  I  left  him  and  the  secretary  alone,  of  that  I  am  not  cer- 
tain. 

The  governor  did  not  say  that  he  would  act  according  to  the 
answci'  that  was  to  be  received  to  the  letter  ;  he  said  I  must  not 
move  until  it  was  received. 

1  dont  recollect  how  lonj;  it  has  been  since  my  father  was  an 
auctioneer,  my biothc  was  young  then,  he  was  two  or  thiee  years 
in  the  sto  e  ;  1  can't  say  as  to  the  length  of  time,!  know  he  was  a 
cowsiderable  Ic  ngth  of  time  there. 

1  have  lived  eight  years  in  Berks  county,  but  I  don't  think  he 
could  have  wavered  in  his  politics  without  my  knowing  it  I  have 
been  railed  a  fedeialistin  the  papers. 

After  the  icpoit  of  thefnst  comr^.iittee  of  this  house,  I  sent  a, 
statement  to  Mr.  Sergeant,  witii  this  conclusion,  that  I  was  ready 
to  make  oath  on  the  subject.     I  sent  it  for  publication. 

I  was  very  desirous  from  the  beginning,  that  this  house  should 
investigate  this  matter,  and  have  uniformly  been  so  since  the  com- 
moncetnentof  it. 

I  don't  think  there  was  much  conversation  with  me  M'beli  Mi*. 
Sergeant  received  the  answer  from  Mr.  Bache. 

Mr.  Sergeant  did  receive  a  letter  from  John  Binns  in  my  pre- 
sence, he  did  not  shew  it  to  me — be  said  he  wondered  how  J.  Binns 
dare  write  him  such  a  letter- — he  crushed  the  letter  in  his  hand?^ 
He  received  it  whilst  I  was  in  Ilarrisbur-g — it  may  have  been  early 
after  I  arrived  or  the  day  before.  I  went  away,  I  did  not  hear 
any  of  the  contents  of  the  letter — He  was  very  indignant  at  it. 

G.M.DALLAS,  Sworn. 

I  never  saw  this  letter  which  is  the  foundation  of  this  trans- 
action, until  three  or  four  weeks  ago,  the  seci-etary  then  shew  it  to 
mc  with  a  view  of  asking  my  opinion.  I  had  repeatedly  before 
that,  requested  Mr.  Bache  to  shew  it  to  me,  but  Mr.  Bache  hss  al- 
ways positively  refused.  I  have  been  endeavoring  to  ascertain 
the  sources  from  whence  my  tecollection  and  information, as  to  the 
letter  are  derived,  and  I  am  unable  to  trace  them  to  any  more  dis- 
tinct source  than  to  conver-^^ations  with  Josiah  Randall.  I  remem- 
ber perfectly  well  expressing  to  Mr.  Randall  my  decided  disap- 
probation of  what  he  gave  me  to  understand  was  the  nature  and 
character  of  the  transaction,  from  all  I  heai-d  of  it,  it  appeared 
to  me  to  be  exceedingly  improper.  1  repeatedly  said  so  then,  and 
if  I  were  as  little  acquainted  with  the  facts  as  then,  I  should  say  so 
now — my  opinions  are  changed  by  a  subsequent  knowledge  of  the 
facts  obtained  from  Mr.  Fbx,  Barnes  Bache,  and  the  secretary. 
I  was  professionally  err.ployed  at  that  time  and  anxious  to  be  in^^ 
dustjfious,  but  it  appeared  distinctly  lo  mc  that  there  was  at  that 
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time  a  determination,  :is  I  tlio't.  with  some  of  my  political  IViomlJ!, 
of  intimidating  the  governor — to  compel  the  grant  of  otf.cos  for 
particular  favorites.  Jn  one  instance  a  memorial,  in  wliicli  lan- 
guage highly  indecorous  was  contained  on  this  suhjcctj  I  remon- 
strated and  prevented  its  leing  sent  to  Harrishuii;. 

I  hrtve  no  recollection  of  the  convcrsaiion  lljal  Mr.  Conyngham 
mentioned — I  recollect  notliing  of  it.  I  was  extremely  zealous 
myself  on  behalf  of  Mr.  AV lift;;,  I  was  one  of  l»iswaimest  and 
most  active  friends,  I  draf;cd  liis  papers,  and  to  all  to  whom  I  ap 
plied  you  v.  ere  as  anxious  as  could  be  expected,  you  repeatedly  told 
me  yoa  wislied  his  appointment,  and  ps  far  as  you  could  go  you 
would,  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  met  with  John  Wurlz  in  polilical 
matters  in  my  life,  except  in  wavi!  committee  last  year — the  memo- 
rial did  not  originate  with  him.  I  was  highly  pleased  with  Mr 
"Wuriz's  conduct  in  England — l.e  might  have  been  slightly  unwcli 
there. 

Mr.  Wurtz'  coming  lorward  at  all  was  entirely  owing  to  my  in- 
terference, I  recommended  him  as  a  candidate  fur  some  statinn  and 
not  a  gemlejuan  knew  him,  from  what  I  have  seen  of  him  I  thought 
he  was  a  good  republicim,  from  what  I  hear  of  him,  decidedly  so. 
I  have  not  known  Mr.  Wuitz  in  the  polilical  world. 

JAMES  TRIMBLE,  sworn. 

On  the  2d  of  April  1818,  I  traYismittcd  the  auctioneers  commis- 
sions to  Mr.  Randall,  recorder,   they  were  made  out  oji  the    1st  of 
April,  Mr.  Se-^geam  had  left  here  and  I  signed  the  comirissions. 
Cross  examined. 

I  had  noiiistiuciions  for  making  o,ut  any  other  commissions  than 
those  that  were  issued. 

JOHN  STEELE,  called  again. 

I  heard  what  Mr.  Monimollen  stated,  as  I  mentioned  early  in 
my  examination  Mr.  Lisle  has  a  jocular  way  of  speaking — whene- 
ver this  subject  was  repeated,  I  have  heard  him  say,  to  pioduce 
a  laugh,  that  he  must  be  a  great  man,  he  was  able  to  bribe  the  gov- 
ernor and  secretary,  he  always  treated  it  with  ridicule  and  in  no 
other  way.  I  recollect  Mr.  Lisle  talking  on  the  subject  on  ijie  4lh 
of  July  before  the  dinner, he  was  speaking  jocularly  on  it.  , 

Saturdai/,  13th  June. 

MR.  FOX  called  again. 

I  think  I  was  wrong  in  stating  that  the  governor  stated  to  me 
the  contents  of  the  letter  at  all.  But  he  did  toll  mc,  at  least  thus 
tiar,  that  a  letter  had  been  written  hy  Mr.  Sergeant  to  Mr.  Bache, 
requesting  him  to  endeavor  to  form  between  Mr.  Jennings  and  my 
brother,  the  same  arrangement  that  existed  between  Mr.  Lisle  and 
my  brother.  The  governor  named  no  other  gentlemen  that  I  have 
a  recollection  of  The  governor  appeared  to  untlerstand  whatthat 
arrangement  was — he  told  me  he  knew  of  it,  and  told  me  I  must 
■wait  the  answer  of  the  letter.  That  letter  I  understood  vas  sent 
just  before  1  arrived  at  Harrisburg. 
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He  did  pot  say  that  it  was  written  by  his  iostiuctions  or  autKo- 
rity — lie  said  nothing^on  that  subject. 

x2  copy  of  a  letter  delivered,  to  the  committee  by  Mr.  Fox  after  his 
,        "i^rami  nation. 

In  my  conversation  ivith  the  governor  when  I  was  pressing  him 
to  appoint  Mr.  Lisle,  he  said  to  this  effect,  addressing  himself  to 
me  "  why  sir,  it  is  said,  and  I  believe  it  is  so,  that  if  I  shall  com- 

misaion  Mr. ,  Mr. is  to  be  his  partner.^''     The  governor 

named  iii  the  same  way  several  gentlemen  who  were  applicants  for 
the  office  of  auctioneer,  but  said  he,  •'  of  all  this  I  can  officially 
know  nothing,  when  J  give  the  commission  I  give  it  ivithout  re- 
striction or'  condition,  and  the  person  who  receives  it  will  do  as 
he  pleases.^^ 

Gentlemen — I  had  intended  to  slate  the  foregoing  on  my  exam- 
ination before  you,  but  I  accidentally  omitted  it,  I  have  now  to  re- 
quest that  you  will  consider  it  as  a  part  of  my  testimomj  in  the  case. 
And  I  am  now  waiting,  that  if  you  think  proper  I  may  be  called 
before  you  to  state  it  viva  voce. 

Mr.  Sergeant  then  stated  to  the  committee.  I  wish  it  clearly 
and  distritctly  understood  that  the  Governor  did  not  see  the  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Bache,  but  that  I  communicated  to  him  generally  the 
subject  of  it,  as  an  endeavor  to  obtain  from  my  friends  the  same 
arrangement,  wliich  had  lomg  subsisted  between  Mr.  Lisle  and  Mr. 
Fox,  of  which  he  had  been  apprised. 

MAURICE  WURTZ.  sworn. 
J.  VVurlz  relumed  troni  Harrisburg  on  the  evening  the  first 
letter  was  written.  It  was  after  nif;ht  when  he  got  into  the  city — 
Mr.  Jennings,und  myself  were  at  W.  Wurtz's  when  he  arrived — i 
he  received  the  statement  of  the  facts  f-oni  Mr.  Jennings  princi- 
pally, and  he  wrote  the  letter  without  consulting  any  one.  The  on- 
ly occasion  on  which  I  saw  Mr.  Lisle  manifest  an  anxiety  to  secure 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Jennings  (I  dont  recollect  the  time)  but 
Mr.  Jennings,  Mr  William  Wurls,  and  I  think  Mr.  Steel  and  my- 
self were  stinding  at  the  door  of  our  store  and  I  had  been  talking 
of  a  report  from  Harrisburgh  unfavorable  lo  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Jennings,  when  Mr.  Lisle  came  up  and  said  he  had  been  looking 
for  Mr.  Jeniiings,  mentioned  the  report  which  he  had  heard  and 
said  he  understood  it  lo  come  from  Mr.  Harrington  ;  Mr.  Jennings 
treated  it  lightly  ;  Mr.  Lisle  with  a  great  deal  of  earnestness,  urged 
him  to  ascertain  immediately  whether  there  was  any  foundation 
for  it,  and  pressed  him  so  hard  as  to  induce  him  to  go  immediate- 
ly to  Mr  Barringtcn  to  learn,  whether  it  was  well  founded  or  not. 
I  could  not  judge  whether  Mr.  Lisle  was  affected  or  not  by  the 
report,  otherwise  than  by  his  earnestness.  I  learnt  the  arrange- 
ment between  Lisle  and  Jennings  from  Jennings — I  believe  it  was 
the  uncontradicted  report  of  the  day — I  met  Mr.  Lisle  almost  every 
day,   and  he  never  contradicted  it  to  me.     Mr.  Lisle  stated  that  he 
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understood  it  to  be  t'.ie  character  of  Mr.  Fox  that  he  twas  intem- 
perate, that  lie  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  him,  but  that  he  had 
inar  icd  into  a  respectable  family,  and  he  had  great  hope  from  that 
circumstance  of  his  reform.  I  understood  Mr.  Shoemaker  to  in- 
terfere at  t'liat  remark,  and  to  say  that  there  had  been  foundation 
for  such  repots,  but  that  there  was  none  at  that  time. 

This  is  the  letter  of  the  24th  March — I  showed  it  to  Mr.  Bache. 
I  did  not  request  Mr.  Bache  to  write  to  Harrisburg  when  I  receiv- 
ed this  letter.  I  read  to  Mr.  Bache  the  evening  before,  in  the  yard, 
behind  his  office,  part  of  a  letter  from  John  Wurtz,  containing 
some  queries  put  by  the  attorney  general  to  him,  in  which  he  stat- 
ed that  my  application  for  an  appointment  did  not  stand  so  well 
■with  tlie  governor  as  it  had  done — ^he  still  however  thought  I  would 
be  appointed. 

Mr.  LISLE,  called  again. 
Mr.  Wurtz  stated,  that  he  wished  to  call  Mr.  Reynolds  to  prove 
that  I  acknowledged  that  I  held  my  commission  by  purchase  or  un- 
der a  bribe — my  mind  was  considerably  agitated,  and  I  called  out 
that  it  was  untrue,  and  until  I  retired  I  could  not  see  what  gave 
rise  to  the  report.  Two  or  three  days  before  I  left  home 
for  Harrisburgli,  I  was  standing  at  the  door  of  my  auction  store, 
Mr  Benj.  Reynolds  came  up.  I  Jiad  not  seen  bim  for  some 
weeks  ;  I  stept  out  to  shake  hands  with  him.  After  the  passing 
compliments,  I  stated  to  him  that  I  expected  every  moment 
to  be  called  to  Harriburgh  as  a  witness,  in  the  Secretary's  case, 
and  added  that  the  mighty  secret  would  now  come  out,  and  in^ 
tended  to  add  that  I  paid  Mr  Fox  two  thousand  dollars  a  year — < 
before  I  finished  my  sentence  my  attention  was  arrested  by  a  slap 
on  the  shoulder.  I  turned  arouncl  and  saw  my  friend  Dr.  Seybert 
Avho  just  came  from  Congress.  We  shook  hands — I  turned  round 
to  finish  my  sentence,  but  Mr.  Reynolds  had  gone.  1  have  ad- 
mitted itbere,  and  I  said  it  in  fun- — I  have  always  spoken  of  it 
jestingly,  except  in  this  place  where  the  occasion  demands  serious- 
ness. 

HERE  THE  TESTIMONY  ON  BOTH  SIDES  CLOSES. 


iCF"     In  the  30th  pa»c,  the  name  oi  Redman  Conyngham  is  misv 
printed  in  the  hurry  of  the  corrector- 


